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Mubarak telephones King 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein on Sunday 
received a telephone can from Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak who inquired die King's condition and wished him 
a speedy recovery. The two lento reviewed foe Patotiniun- 
Lsraeli agreement signed in Washington cat Biday and spear- 
headed by US. President Bill Clinton. Mubarak voiced 
s^jpreciaoon uf the King's efforts toward the conclusion of 
the agreement. The King and the Egyptian leader expressed 
support for the Palestinian National Authority in its endeav- 
ours to bdp the Palestinian peopk regain their rights. Also 
Sunday. Mrs. Mubarak telephoned Her Majesty Queen Now 
to wish the King a quick recovery and safe return home. King 
Hussein called President Clinton and expressed his appreci- 
ation uf the American administrations efforts that enabled 
the Palestinians and the Israelis to reach the agreement. 
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Netanyahu wants no deadline for 
final status talks with Palestinians 
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WASHINGTON (R) __ 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who 
signed a pact agreeing to 
start final peace negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians, 
left Washington on Sunday 
saying the May 4 deadline 
to complete the last phase 
should be ignored. 

In a wide-ranging inter- 
view with Reuters before 
leaving for Israel, 
Netanyahu said he was 
grateful .to President Bill 
Clinton for his “helping 
hand” in negotiating the 
deal with Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat but 
expressed bitterness that 
Clinton refused his plea for 
die immediate release from 
prison of an Israeli spy. 

The prime minister, who 
faces angry rebukes from 
Israeli critics of the interim 
accord at a nine-day sum- 
mit at die Wye Plantation in 
rural. Maryland, confidently 
predicted that it would be 
ratified by a “sizeable 
majority” in the 120-mem- 
ber Knesset 

A key element of the 
interim agreement calls for 


negotiations to begin 
almost immediately on so- 
called “final status” issues 
mat include establishing 
borders and determining 
control of Jerusalem. Under 
agreements reached in Oslo 
in 1993 and 1995, the talks 
are to be completed by May 

Netanyahu brushed aside 
the deadline as meaning- 
less, even though Arafat has 
threatened to declare an 
independent Palestinian 
state if agreement is not 
reached by then. 

“No deadline of Oslo has 
been met, none, not one,” 
Netanyahu said. “Oslo is 
not about deadlines, Oslo is 
about at the end coming to 
an uninterrupted and con- 
tinuous negotiation to 
achieve a balanced peace 
between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians. 

“The Palestinians ought 
to have the means to run 
their own lives but none of 
the powers to threaten 
Israel’s life. That is the 
challenge before us,” he 
said. 

“You do not get to do it or 


not do it by a deadline ” 
Netanyahu said, “You 
extend deadlines and we've 
done that throughout the 
Oslo process and there's mi 
reason why not to do it 
here.” The prime minister 
warned that “if the Pales- 
tinians unilaterally termi- 
nate the negotiations, uni- 
laterally make a determina- 
tion about statehood, Israel 
can’t be expected to not 
take unilateral action on its 
own. 

“This would be, I think, 
bad for the Palestinians and 
bad for peace. I hope the 
experience of Wye tells us 
that the right way to go and 
the only way to go is nego- 
tiations for peace." 

Netanyahu sounded 
somewhat bitter in dis- 
cussing his failed bid to win 
the release of Jonathan Pol- 
lard, who since 1987 has 
been serving a life sentence 
for using hi.s job as a navy 
analyst to pass secrets to 
Israel 

The release of Pol lard 
became a last-minute stum- 
bling block in the peace 
talks, delaying u final 


agreement. 

Clinton agreed to open a 
review of the Pollard case, 
even though he mitred 
down a request tor his 
release in 1996, Asked if he 
had an undemanding with 
Clinton about an eventual 
release, the Israeli leader 
said: “Pm not going to get 
into it. The president did 
say at the end of the talks 
that he would enter into a 
review process, and 1 hope 
this review will produce the 
release of Pollard.” 

"He's served his time," 
Netanyahu said of Pollard. 
“He did something terribly 
wrong in what he did, Nit 
he did not do that in order to 
hurt (he United States but tu 
assist Israel, to give us 
information, for example, 
about Saddam Hussein and 
Iraq." 

Acknowledging that he 
had hoped Pollard would be 
allowed to return to Israel 
with him, Netanyahu com- 
plained about the faigh- 
s takes political risks he 
took to reach the interim 
accord and said he felt Clin- 
ton could have freed Pol- 


lard in return. 

“I’d hoped that this would 
be a juncture at which he 
would be released.” 
Netanyahu said. “I have 
been assert to f«k«* very, 
very difficult decisions. 1 
put my own personal politi- 
cal future at risk. I've been 
asked to cede part of my 
homeland to the Palestini- 
ans and I was asked to 
release hundreds of Pales- 
tinian prisoners, many of 
whom committed security 
offences against the people 
of Israel. 

“Everyone could have 
contributed something. I'd 
hoped the United States 
would find a way, and 1 still 
do, that they would find 
mercy in their hearts after 
13 years of solitary confine- 
ment to forgive and let this 
man go to Israel,” he said. 

Asked if he was disap- 
pointed be was returning to 
Israel without Pollard, who 
has developed a hero’s sta- 
tus among many Israelis. 
Netanyahu said, “Yes I am. 
1 am leaving in this sense, 
and only in this sense, with 
a disappointment.” 
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TEL AVIV (R) — Hundreds 
of Jewish settlers took to the 
streets on Sunday in anger at 
Bime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s peace deal with 
die Palestinians while an 
opinion poll showed three- 
quarters of Israelis backed 

hiro. 

HanUmers on the right who 
helped elect Netanyahu in 
1996 said they would work 
together with leftist opposi- 
tion leaders to bring elections 
forward to February or 
March 1999 from the sched- 
uled 2000. 

“Bifc, die Palestinians 
made fools of you/’ read one 
banner held up by se triers 
who blocked West Bank traf- 
fic with sit-down protests 
against the accord that 
Netanyahu, known as “Bibi," 
signed with President Yasser 
Arafat on Friday. 

“Netanyahu is no good for 
the Jews," settler leader Yis- 
rad Harel told army radio 
when asked the dominant 
feeling among leaders of the 
160,000 Jews living in settle- 
ments scattered among the 
1-5 million Palestinians of 
the West Bank. 

. Police detained 27 demon- 
strators who blocked traffic 
and resisted arrest during 
protests a gains t the accord 
signed in the United States. 
The deal gave Palestinians a 
further 13 per cent of the 
West Bank, captured by 
Israel in the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

Right-wingers using the 
slogan “We’re switching 
prime minis ters” planned 
protests along Netanyahu's 
route from Ben-Gurion Air- 
port td occupied Jerusalem 
on his return later in the day. 

In the Arab east Jerusalem 
neighbourhood of Ras AI 
Amoud, Israelis tried to clear 
a path for a fence around a 
planned settlement. Police 
stopped their bulldozer in its 
tracks, demanding to see a 
permit for the construction. 


ments. 

The Dahaf survey of 505 
adults, taken on Saturday 
night for the Yedioth 
Ahronoth newspaper, 
showed 18 per cent believed 
Netanyahu was wrong while 
eight per cent had no opinion. 

Netanyahu was also 
expected to win majority 
support when he submits the 
accord to his cabinet in the 
next few days and to get 
backing later from more than 
90 of "the 120 members of 
Knesset, Israel’s parliament. 

Opposition Labour Party 
leader Ehud Barak vowed to 
support the right-wing 
Netanyahu for making the 
agreement, but Netanyahu's 
tenuous 61-59 majority in the 
120-seat Knesset put him at 
risk in later votes on other 
issues. 

Lawmakers left and right 
predicted an election in Feb- 
ruary or March. 

But Arye Deri, leader of the 
moderate ulcra-Orthodox 
Shas Party in the govern- 
ment, said he could see no 
point in advancing elections 
since, as he saw it, 
Netanyahu was likely to end 
up the" winner again anyway. 

Hardliners pledged to rnn 
someone loyal to their cause 
against Netanyahu. Agricul- 
ture Minister Rafael Eitan. a 
former army chief who leads 
the far-right Tsomet Party, 
said he was one politician 
ready to challenge 
Netanyahu. . 

Other names raised were 
Binyamin Ze’ev Begin, the 
son of Likud founder Men- 
achem Begin, and Uzi Lan- 
dau, a Likud lawmaker who 
heads the Knesset foreign 
affairs and defence commit- 

tS Netanyahu effectively neu- 
tralised his likeliest chal- 
lenger ahead of the summit 

by ^pointing political hawk 

Ariel Sharon as his foreign 
minister. Settlers felt 
betrayed by Sharon, an ex- 
who was once the 
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Anew opinion poll showed ge^ ^ moveme nt. 

to 74 per cent of Isnehs Mg “ ™ rion of right 


believed Netanyahu 
right to sign the deal outlin- 
ing a 12-week phased han- 
dover of land in return for 
Palestinian implementation 
of previous security cornmit- 


without 


Wl Sharon is not the 

same as the opposition with 

^■■Israel Radio-spoht- 
ical correspondent Yaron 
Dekel said. 


Arafat urges Israel to respect 
both spirit, letter of agreement 


CAIRO lAFPj — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat called 
on Israel to respect both "the 
sp irit and the letter" of the Wye 
River agreement as he started 
a Middle East tour Sunday to 
brief Arab leaders. 

‘T hope that Israel will 
respect both the spirit and the 
letter of the agreement so we 
can say we have relaunched 
the peace process and protect- 
ed the peace of the brave,” 
Arafat told reporters at Cairo 
airport 

He was speaking after meet- 
ing Egyptian Preadem Hosni 
Mubarak on the first stage of a 
tour to brief Arab leaders on 
the new peace agreement he 
signed Friday with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu at the White 
House. 

Unlike His Majesty King 
Hussein, Mubarak played no 
direct part in the marathon 
nine-day talks at Wye River 
outside Washington and 
Egyptian officials have been 
strikingly sceptical about the 
agreement’s chances of suc- 
cess. 

Mubarak was noticeably 
Juke warm in his welcome for 
tiie agreement compared with 
other pro-Westem Arab lead- 
ers. ’The agreement was 
accepted by the Palestinians, 
and so we are happy with it 
too," he stud after the signing. 

Egyptian officials have 
expressed particular concern 
about the difficulties of imple- 
menting die agreement on the 
ground. 


Mubarak aide, Usama Al 
Baz, told reporters Sunday drat 
Egypt wanted to see “an active 
U.S. role in the implementa- 
tion of the agreement.” 

The agreement must be put 
into practice for one tu be able 
“to look ro the future with 
hope,” he said. 

The Cairo government- 
owned press gave a gloomy 
assessment of the prospects. 

“The position the Palestini- 
ans have got themselves into 
nivt die state of disillusioa the 
Arab World has reached do 
not favour implementation of 
the agreement," wrote colum- 
nist Salama Ahmad Salama in 
the influential daily Al Abram. 

“The Palestinians are the 
weakest link in the Arab- 
Isradi conflict — it's why they 
always pay the highest price 
— and they truly paid an exor- 
bitant price at Wye Planta- 
tion,” said foe leader writer in 
Al Jumbouriya, run by a close 
Mubarak aide. 

Palestinian officials called 
for Egyptian involvement 
alongside the United States in 
overseeing the agreement's 
implementation. 

“President Mubarak can 
play a major role in the imple- 
mentation,” the Palestinian 
National Authority’s interna- 
tional cooperation minister, 
Nabil Shaath, said adding char 
the Egyptian leader tod 
already raised the issue with 
die Israeli prime minister. 

"President Mubarak told Mr. 
Netanyahu that if he imple- 
ments the agreement, this 


would be good, and if he does 
not, tins win compticac things 
still more,” Shaath said. 

When Netanyahu tele- 
phoned Mubarak to brief him 
on the agreement Saturday, the 
Egyptian leader urgpd him to 
“show good faith” in its imple- 
mentation. Egyptian state tele- 
vision reported. 

Another Palestinian official 
Arafai aide Tayeb Abdul 
Rahim, told the Egyptian gov- 
ernment daily AI Ahram Sun- 
day that the Israelis had yet to 
provide maps of the fresh Wfest 
Bank withdrawal they had 
agreed to at the Wye River 
summit 

"The Israelis have refused to 
give us the maps on the basis 
that they have yet to receive 
cabinet approval” Abdul 
Rahim told the paper. 

He said the Palestinians 
were concerned "The issue 
might become a focus of dis- 
pute which could hamper die 
launch of impkTOeotatian” of 
the agreement 

Palestinian officials in Gaza 
City said Arafat would fly to 
Morocco Sunday to brief King 
Hassan fl. before travelling on 
to Tunisia and Saudi Arabia. 

T am going to discuss devel- 
opments with fraternal Arab 

rfv» PnWfrninn IfinfW 
told reporters, adding that his 
talks with the Egyptian presi- 
dent tod been “positive." 

Arafat arrived here Saturday 
from Austria, where he briefed 
European Union leaders on 
the Wye River talks hosted by 
U.S. President Bill Clinton. 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, holds talks with Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa late Saturday in the port city of Aqaba in the presence of Prime Minister 
Fayez Tarawneh, Upper House of Parliament Speaker Zeid Rifai, Foreign Minister 
Abdul Ilah Khatib and other senior Jordanian and Egyptian officials (Photo by 
Boghosl 

Jordan, Egypt call for timetable 
to implement Wye agreement 


AQABA (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Egypt have described the 
Pakstinian-Zsnteii agreement 
signed in Washington on Fri- 
day as an important step for- 
ward. and called for its imple- 
mentation in accadance whh a 
grim timetable. 

The two sides’ views were 
expressed by HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan. the Regent, and 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa at a meeting in 
Aqaba toieview the agreement 
reached Friday following the 
Wye River meetings in Mary- 
land. 

The Jordan News Agency. 
Paru, said “the two sides con- 
sidered the Washington deal as 
an import an t step on the way to 
reaching a comprehensive 
peace in the region.” 

Para said the two sides 
"underlined the importance of 
total commitment to the imple- 
mentation of the deal in accor- 
dance with the given timetable 
so that ir can lead to a compre- 
hensive peace based on mutual 


respect and safeguarding the 
rights of all parties.” 

During (he Aqaba meeting 
held Saturday evening. Musa 
delivered to Prince Hassan a 
verbal message from Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak deal- 
ing with bilateral relations and 
developments in the peace 
proepss. 

MSta conveyed to the 
Regdti Mubarak's deep appre- 
ciation of the role played by 
His Majesty King Hussein in 
the conclusion of the Palestin- 
ian- Israeli agreement 

The agency quoted Prinoe 
Hassan and Musa as emphasis- 
ing the importance of the next 
meeting of the Higher Jonfan- 
ian-Egyptian Joint Committee 
co-chaired by the prime minis- 
ters of the two countries, not- 
ing that the committee will 
focus on joint projects. 

They also emphasised the 
importance of developing 
inter-Arab relations and safe- 
guarding higher Arab national 
interests. 


In this respect the Crown 
Prince stressed Jordan's stand- 
ing policy of seeking to bolster 
inter- Arab relations on the 
baas of mutual respect and 
cooperation. He said the 
essence of such relations 
should not be negatively affect- 
ed due to differences in 
approach. 

The talks continued at a din- 
ner the Regent hosted in hon- 
our of Musa and his accompa- 
nying delegation. The dinner 
was attended by Prime Minis- 
ter Fayez Tarawneh, Speaker 
of foe Senate Zeid Rifai, For- 
eign Minister Abdul Uah Khat- 
ib. Minister of Information 
Nasser Judeh and other offi- 
cials. 

Musa had earlier met in 
Amman with Khatib to review 
bilateral relations. The Egypt- 
ian minister delivered a lecture 
on developments in foe region 
to foe Arab Thought Forum. 

He left for Egypt from Aqaba 
and was seen off by Khatib and 
other Jordanian officials. 


Joint Jordanian-Yemeni 
committee begins meeting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 

Higher Jordanian-Yemeni 
Joint Committee on Sunday 
opened a rwo-day meeting in 
Amman to discuss imple- 
menting bilateral projects, 
bolstering economic ties and 
promoting trade exchanges 
between foe two countries. 

The Jordanian side to the 
meeting is led by Prime Min- 
ister Fhyez Tarawneh, while 
ibe Yemeni ride is headed by 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Iryani, who arrived in Amman 
yesterday accompanied by a 
Yemeni delegation. 

The two sides, who will 
examine a report submitted by 
a joint ministerial committee 
that held meetings in Amman 
last week to prepare foe agen- 
da for the higher committee, 
are scheduled to sign the min- 


utes of deliberations today and 
are also expected to address a 
press conference. 

In welcoming remarks to 
the Yemeni delegation at the 
airport, Tarawneh said the 
leaderships of the two coun- 
tries are determined to expand 
the scope of bilateral coopera- 
tion in all fields. 

Tarawneh added that the 14 
protocols and agreements to 
be signed today cover joint 
projects to help achieve eco- 
nomic integration. 

For his pan, Iryani 
expressed hope that foe proto- 
cols and agreements would 
pave the way for stronger ties. 

The higher committee’s 
agenda was prepared by a 
ministered committee co- 
chaired by Minister of Indus- 
try and Trade Mohammad 


Saleh Hourani and Yemeni 
Minister of Stale for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Mathar Sa’i- 
di. The Yemeni minister noted 
that the committee developed 
recommendations for increas- 
ing foe volume of trade, estab- 
lishing a direct maritime ship- 
ping line between Yemen and 
Jordan and encouraging foe 
private sectors of foe" two 
countries to cany out joint 
projects. 

The two sides are expected 
to sign agreements allowing 
each country to sell foe other 
up to S10 million worth of 
goods free from customs 
duties in addition to normal 
trade exchanges, avoiding 
dual taxation and creating a 
free trade zone as well as a 
protocol on cooperation in 
technical fields. 
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AMMAN — Few in Jordan 
are indifferent to Metri 
Twal. He is either con- 
demned or cheered for his 
dealings with Israel. 

The general manager of 
Five Continents Travel, foe 
sales agent of the Israeli air 
carrier El Al in Amman, has 
always believed in peace, 
he says. 

“I love a challenge and 
going against the stream. I 
have always believed in 
peace since I was a kid. 
Working with El Al is ful- 
filling my dream of peace- 
ful coexistence,” he quips. 

But not many in Jordan 
echo Twal’s sentiments. At 
least not publicly. 


Jordan today marks four 
years of the signing of its 
peace treaty with Israel but 
analysts and politicians say 
while there may be reason 
to “celebrate" relatively 
smooth official political 
relations, there is little to 
cheer on the people-to-peo- 
ple front. 

In foe past few years, suc- 
cessive governments have 
forged ahead with the so- 
called normalisation 
process with Israel signing 
numerous bilateral agree- 
ments on trade, water, trans- 
portation, and agriculture, 
but few projects have actu- 


ally left the drawing board. 

Although there are no 
anna! statistics available, 
the impression among 
politicians and analysts 


World can never be "nor- 
mal” until the Palestinians 
regain their rights and an 
independent Palestinian 
state is established. Within 
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alike is that (he general pop- 
ulation in Jordan, over half 
of which is of Palestinian 
origin, has been reluctant to 
follow the government's 
lead. 

The reasons vary depend- 
ing on who is asked. Those 
opposed to normalisation 
have atgued that relations 
between Israel and die Arab 


this camp, some have said 
that even if these conditions 
are met, relations will still 
never be normal consider- 
ing the decades of blood- 
shed. 

Those few who have ven- 
tured into dealing with 
Israel and have “come out 
of the closet” attribute the 
stow progress of normalisa- 


tion to foe “shame culture” 
m Jordan that stigmatises 
anyone who has had any 
contact with the Jewish 
suite. 

Former chief of the Royal 
Court, Adnan Abu Odeh, 
argues that normalisation is 
on foe rise, albeit slowly 
and quietly. “There is an 
undercurrent that is going 
on without any notice... If 
Israel is less rigid in its 
measures, especially in rela- 
tion to trade, then normali- 
sation will move much 
faster.” 

The hard-line policies of 
Israeli Prime Minister 


Benyamin Netanyahu, 
elected in May 199o. have 
done little ro alleviate 
stereotypes harboured by 
many in foe Kingdom about 
their western neighbours, as 
well as foe unease felt by 
the "normalisers.” 

Since the standstill in foe 
peace process, only recently 
broken at the Wye Planta- 
tion talks in the U.S. result- 
ing in Friday’s Palestinian- 
Israeli agreement, Twal has 
found it increasingly diffi- 
cult to justify his work, he 
says. 

“I fed more at ease with 
myself now than 1 have in 
the past 18 months.” says 
Twal 

(Continued on page 12} 
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In 1930 we planted the seed of future growth to aid the local people in the region 
in their endeavours to build a comfortable and secure-future. The seed has grown, 
enabling us to give financial assistance on a global scale to many people around 
the world. To date we have over 370 branches and offices worldwide, and our asset 
strength has never been stronger leaving us in a prime position to greet 
the millennium with open arms. ' . 



BALANCE SHEET AS OF 30 JUNE 1998 AND 1997 
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US$ (’000) US$ ('000) 

5 873 007 5 882 535 


1 140 718 


953 624 


7 789 448 7 087 599 


1 763 958 1 523 818 


Cash and due from banks 


Government and trading 
securities 


Loans and advances, net 


Long-term investments, net 


Fixed assets, net 


Other assets 




Customers’ liability on guarantees, letters 
of credit and other contingencies 5 749 088 5 203 701 


mmmtm 


Customer deposits 
Bank deposits 
Other liabilities 


1998 


US$('000) US$('000) 
11 381 248 10 571 772 
3 180 651 3 004 504 

1 042 473 953 143 



142 486 


452 882 


108 950 


359 591 


Capital 

Statutory reserve 
Voluntary reserve 
General reserve 

Reserves with associated companies 
Retained earnings 


146 937 
79 532 
196 285 
853 487 
343 378 
2 220 


84 897 
78 766 
218 836 
738 626 
310 944 
483 



Translation' adjustments 


(63 712) . (45 854) 




Guarantees, letters of credit 
and other contingencies 


5 749 088 5 203 701 





587 21Ti«818 


Net profit for the period ended 30 June 1998 and 30 June 1997 
was included in “Other Liabilities' 9 








Arab Bank 


Net interest and commission 


Plus : Foreign exchange trading 


Other income 


Less : General and administrative expenses 


Net income before tax 


Income tax 


Kt inc 


260 140 


20 905 


24 545 


305 590 


142 588 


163 002 


37 286 


Percentage of ’ 
Ownership 


230 997 


14 841 


16 803 


262 641 


127 470 


135 171 


26 606 


Arab Bank (Switzerland) -Zurich, Geneva 

Arab Bank Australia -Sydney 

Arab Bank ( Austria) AG -Vienna 

Arab Bank AG - Frankfurt/Germany 

Islamic International Arab Bank 

Finance, Accountancy, Mohassaba S.A 

Arab Tunisian Bank-Tunis 

Arab Palestinian Investment Bank, Palestine ’ 

Oman Arab Bank-Oman . 

Arab National Bank-Saudi Arabia 
Arabia Insurance co., Lebanon - 

Egyptian Financial Group For Portfolio managment 
Commercial Building Co., Lebanon 


100 % 

100 % 

100 % 

100% 

100 % 

100 % 

64% 

55% 

49% 

40% 

37% 

33% 

30% 





Call us at any of our following major centers: 

Amman (6) 4638161, Ramallah (2) 298 2400, Bahrain (973) 212255, 
Frankfurt (69) 242590, London (171) 315 8500, New York (212) 715 9700, 
Paris (01) 45 61 60 00, Singapore (65) 533 0055, Sydney (2) 9377 8900, . 
Vienna (1) 5134240, Zurich (1) 265 7111. 

www.arabbank.com 


ARAB BANK GROUP 
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Failures in human relations, peaceful 
coexistence mark 20th century — Regent 


By AllaSmkri Haznzeh 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Cnnvn Prince Has- 
san, Uk Regent, described the 
20th cenrury, marked by its 
achievements in science and 
technology, as one ihffl will be 
remembered fur its “colossal 
failures in the realm of human 
relations" and for "great dis- 
appointments in the quest for 
justice and peaceful coexis- 
tence on the planet Earth." 

"Whereas our interaction 
with nature: and science has 
produced amazing develop- 
ments in indasuialisadon and 
urbanisation... there have 
heen no similar achievements 
in man's interaction with his 
fellow man,” he added. 

In an address delivered on 
his behalf by Minister of State 
fur Development Affairs 
Taher Kana'an at the opening 
ceremony of a seminar enti- 
tled "Human Cost of Con- 
flict" Prince Hassan said real 
efotilengex lie in how nations 
can work together to enhance 
their ability tu cope with the 
prevention and resolution of 
cunllict and how to dimin ish 
the human com of conflict and 
tLs aftermath. 


He said the Middle East has 
witnessed more than us share 
in conflict and human suffer- 
ing* "In (her. it has not 
enjoyed the fruits of real 
peace since the beginning of 
this century" 

"The Arab- Israeli conflict 
has so far produced thee 
major wars and a continuous 
state of regional conflict and 
suffering." the Regent added. 

He identified qualitative 
human costs of conflict us the 
lews of human lives and 
human ability to lead a nor- 
mal life due to physical 
injuries and various handi- 
caps and deprivation, and loss 
of opportunities and human 
aspirations for a decent and 
dignified life. Pnnce Hassan 
said the utmost importance 
lies in finding ways and 
means of conflict prevention 
and conflict resolution. 

The Regent commended 
the United Nations and its 
agencies for their work and 
support, but said despite all 
efforts and resources provid- 
ed in the field of emerging 
relief operations in this 
region, "we still lack a com- 
prehensive code of conduct in 
dealing with the human cost 


o! conflict." 

"We only hope tiui nano::*, 
and peoples w ill realise more 
fully that the rising human 

cost of conflict will in the end 
frustrate all efforts to achieve 
durable peace and sejurny" 
hesaid. 

Kamel Afxr Jaher. director 
of tf* Institute of Diplomacy 
and a participant in the two- 
day seminar, hosted b> the 
Arab Though: Ream am! 
supported hs the UNDP, the 
L'NHCR. die Institute of 
Diplomacy and the Imenu- 
tionai Committee of the Red 
Cross, also criticised the ijct 
that advanced technology 
which reduced distances and 
facilitated the flow of infor- 
mation Jinung nations had 
caused civ i/itj to recede. 

"The veneer of civilised 
behaviour appears to become 
thinner in proportion to the 
advancing ‘viUaursation’ of 
the world" Abu Jaber said at 
the first session of the semi- 
nar. 

He said most people seem 
to have dev eloped an 
"unhealthy, callous altitude 
towards the misery and cata- 
strophes befalling their fellow 
man" 


Turning tu the Middle East, 
he blamed Israel lor the lack 
of progress in peace in the 
region, saving The tragedy of 
the area is that once the .Arab 
historical attitudes towards a 
settlement with Israel 
changed towards one of 
peace, the Israeli attitude, as 
evidenced by the right-wing 
election of the Likud in May 
19%, seems to be moving in 
tiie opposite direction.” 

Abu Jaher, a professor of 
political science and former 
foreign minister, said the 
price of an Anib-lsraeli peace 
was ratiier high. :ls not only 
successful development 
remains elusive during con- 
flicts. but economies were 
either frail or failed and 
human and na/uraJ resources 
misplaced. 

"It inuM be remembered 
thji an unresolved conflict 
•eaves wounds beyond the life 
-•pan of an individual, even a 
generation, and ib impact 
becomes imprinted on the 
coMcctivc psyche and memo- 
ry of peoples. Such a cost 
cannot tv calculated. With the 
devastating effectiveness of 
w eapons of mass destruction, 
there .ire no Inn-jcr winners 


and losers: the loss is to all." 
said Abu Jabcr, who headed 
the joint Joidanian-Pulestin* 
ian delegation to the Madrid 
Middle Easi peace confer- 
ence in October 1991. 

The seminar's second ses- 
sion included HLsham KJiatib, 
a consultant who presented a 
paper on the impact of unilat- 
eral sanction.*, on hunun 
development in the affected 
countries; Lssarn Chal abi, also 
a consultant, presenting a 
paper on the impact of L'.X. 
and other sanctions on human 
development in affected 
countries, and Jurgen Llssnrr. 
regional representative of the 
United Nations Development 
Programme, vvhose paper 
dealt with the impact of unre- 
solved conflicts on human 
development. 

The remaining sessions w ill 

tackle assessments of IS. 
and NGO experiences in cop 
ing with the human cost of 
resolved and unresolved con- 
flicts and lessons learned 
from past experiences. 

Speaking at the seminar 
will be representatives of 
L-.N. agencies, the 1CRC and 
NGOs. 
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Association threatens 
to suspend 1,300 
non-paying members 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The Jordan Phar- 
macists Association is again 
threatening to suspend the 
membership of 1300 of its 
5,000 members for failing to 
pay their members hip fees. Sec- 
retary General Taial AJbo said 
Sunday. 

The General Assembly of the 
association Saturday decided to 
gjve does dodgers — 26 per 
ctet of association members — 
a grace period lasting until Oct 
31 befate striking their names 
from the membership roster, 
said Alba 

He blamed the association's 
previous general assemblies for 
the large number of defaulters, 
saying that the assemblies were 
lax and indecisive, allowing 
members not to pay and still 
retain membership. 


According to the association’s 
by-laws, pharmacists who lose 
their membership arc prohibited 
from practising in the Kingdom. 

Albo said the association will 
be strict in enforcing its rules on 
dues payment, which include 
contributions to the Social Secu- 
rity Fund and the association 
pension fund. 

According to association fig- 
ures. members’ paymems to 
those two institutions and the 
association are JD850.000 in 
arrears. 

The association earlier last 
month issued a similar warning, 
but most of the violators ignored 
the notice. 

According to the by-laws, a 
member loses his/her member- 
ship if he/she does not pay the 
required fees for six consecutive 
months and after receiving a 
written warning. 


what’s going on 




FILM 

‘ "Marche a L' Ombre” at the 
French Cultural Centre at &30 p.m. 
and 8 JO pan. 

* “Jack and Sara" at the British 
Council. Jabal Amman on Tuesday 
Oa. 27 3t 6:00 pm 

MUSIC CONTEST 

* Muse contest 3i Books (S' Cafe 
(sponsored by die National Music 
Conservatory 1 at 7:00 pjn. 
LECTURES 

* Pn&ks of Monetary Reform in 
the Developing Countries — Jordan 
as an Example” by Dr. Tixesef 
Mansour at Abdul Hameed Shoman 


Foundation. Jabal Amman at &3U 
p.m. . 

* ■'Newer Vbtari — The | 
Caribbean " bj Ur. Nufu Homirud 
and Mr*. Anna Obeidal ai live British 
Council. Jahal Amman at 5:00 pan. 

‘"'Schiller on An and Sociciy” (in 
English) by Professor Nicholas Lm- 
field at Dunn Al Funun. Jabal Wcib- 
deh on Tuesday Oct 27 as txfO p.m. 
CONCERT 

* Musical pert'omiance by Fred- 
dy for Music ai the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 7:00 p.m. • Daily until Oct 
29t 


Search under way in Dana Nature 
Reserve for missing archaeologist 


By Rami Husrini 

AMMAN — Rescue teams 
and police helicopters are 
searching lbr a 63-year-old Iraqi 
archaeologist who went miss- 
ing after leaving a camp site in 
Dana Nature Reserve cm Friday 
morning. 

More than 70 rangers from 
the Royal Society for the Con- 
versation of Nature and police 
have combed the area within a 
10-kilometre radius from the 
site searching for Amal 
Khudetri. an RSCN official 
said 

"We arc exerting our utmost 
efforts in cooperation with 
police and have searched alJ the 
places that the woman might 
have gone, but found nothing." 
the official told the Jordan 
Times on Sunday. 

According to the official, 
Khudeiri checked in at noon on 


Thursday and was supposed to 
spend one night at the camp and 
leave on Friday. 

The woman, who was on her 
first visit to the reserve, was last 
seen at 5:00 am on Friday, the 
official said 

Since then, he maintained, 
"we have been searching lor her 
and have even used police dogs 
to track the woman using the 
cloths we found in her tent, but 
we could not find her" 

The Dana project was initiat- 
ed by the RSCN in 1993 in an 
effort to revive the endangered 
ecosystem of Dana's over-hunt- 
ed and over-grazed land. 

The reserve is home to 25 
species of animals that are either 
threatened or considered “glob- 
ally important,” such as the 
ibex, wolves, hyenas and foxes. 

ft is also rich in archaeology 
with over 90 important sites. 
The official ruled out the pos- 


sibility (hat the woman might 
have been attacked by a wild 
animaL 

Dana is located in the district 
ofTafileh, about 50 kilometres 
north of ftetra. The reserve 
sweeps down in a series of 
mountain ridges from (he 1500- 
metre high plateau near Qade* 
siyyah to (he desert plains of 
WadiAraha. 

The reserve hosts more than 
5,000 tourists and campers 
annually. 

‘This is the first time we have 
encountered such an incident. 
We are usually very careful in 
dealing with campers and wc 
infoon than ctf all the rules and 
regulations thar they need to fol- 
low during their stay az the 
reserve," the RSCN official 
said. 

(AIKa’i IhfUeh reporter 
GhadAnunarm contributed 
to this report) 


‘Hospital renovation tenders awarded this week’ 

By Suha Ma’ayeh 


AMMAN — The Health Min- 
istry will award a lender (his 
week for studies and designs- of 
the first phase of the two-stage 
renovation of the stale-run AI 
Bashir Hospital, a ministry offi- 
cial has sad 

The hospital. located in the 
crowded neighbourhood of AI 
Ashrafiyeh in the eastern pan of 
Amman, currently has 80 build- 
ings scattered on an area of 200 
dunums. 

In an attempt to case conges- 
tion at the overcrowded hospi- 


tal, the government has allocat- 
ed $12 million of a 550 million 
World Bank loan awarded earli- 
er this year to renovate the hos- 
pital's old buildings, some dat- 
ing to 1950. 

The entire renovation project 
entails demolishing old budd- 
ings and constructing three 
major blocks connected by 
walkways above and below 
ground to facilitate movement 
among different departments, 
according to Qassem Na’san, 
director of the ministry's build- 
ing directorate. 

Na’san said the studies, which 


will cost the ministry 
JD 1 55,000, arc expected to be 
completed within six months 
and will cover designs of the 
first stage and part of the second 
stage. 

The first stage entails building 
a main block that will include a 
250-bed maternity and chil- 
dren's wing, an outpatient 
department and an X-ray 
department. 

“After the studies are com- 
plete, the ministry will floai 
another lender to start construc- 
tion on (be site.” Na’san told the 
Jordan Times. 



f JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 47731 11-19 
(PROGRAMME TWO 

j 15:10 .Cartoon — Barman 

1 15:30 Drama — The Genie From 
Down Under 

16:00 Drama — Neighbours 

16-30 Doc. — Las: Frontiers 

I7KJ0 -french Programme— TTialassa 

18:00 Drama -Wind at 

My Back 

,19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 
Science Actualites 

19*30 News headlines 

19*35 ....Comedy — The Parenthood 
20:00 ....Doc. -The Internet Cafe' 

2030 Big Sky 

21:10 .Encounter 

22:00 News in English 

2230 Veronica Clare 

23:59 End of TJC. 

PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAIL' 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
j Swdfleh, Tel. 5920740 
.Assemblies of God Church TeL 
i 4632785 

I St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
1 Terra Sands Chinch 7H 
4622366 

An glican Church Tel. 


4624853/46248 It. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1295 
Church or Jesus Christ of Latter 
Dav Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 

4646138 . _ . 

Church of Presentation, Svvia- 

fieh Tel. 5920146 

The Uniate Catholic Church 

Tel. 4624757 . 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 46 14 190 
Evangelical Free Church Tel. 

4892679 . T . 

The Baptist Church TeL 

46 '’8052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 

^Armenian Orthodox 

Church Td. 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Fine *iather conditions mil pre- 
vail. wiih clouds appeanng * dif- 


ferent altitudes and winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba i( will be moderate, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 

Amman. — - — 1 4/26 

Aqaba 19/30 

Deserts — - 1 3/28 

Jordan Valley — - 1 8/32 

Yesterday’s high icmperaiures: 
Amman 27 Aqaba 30 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 44 per cent, 
Aqaba 55 percent. 

Following are the highest temper- 
atures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajiotui - 22 

Jerash - 28 

Um Qoys 28 

*22 

Petra 29 

Dead Sea •*■■34 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

numbers 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Rashid .4875792 

Dr. Ahmad Manna’ 535W13 

Dr. HaWJtalL .4784450 

Dr. WalidAlMasri 5675485 


Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Al Asema pharmacy .5347632 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .4644945 

Shine isani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

IRB1D: 

Dr. lssarn Al SaOb 402i 246858 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walk) Halaseh ....(09)982799 
Khalifeh pharmacy (09)985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. 4637 1 1 1 

Gvfl Defence Depcfftrrent 
— 566HU 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. — 199 
Rescue Mice 192, 4621t 11.4637777 

Fire Brigade-..- .4617101 

Blood Bonk.. — 4775121 

Highway Police. -.5343402 

Traffic Police -.4896390 

Public Security DepL 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints. .5661 176 

Wiff&SewnpGarnpliAts 4897167 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) - -121 

Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone Repairs 


.4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs. -5661 10J 

Jordan Tdcvisi - 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan — .47741 1 1 

Water Authority .......5680100 

J. Electricity Authority ..5815615 

Electric Power Co. -.4636381 

RJ Flight information....' 44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport —44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heat and Special 
Surgery 5921199 


The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Genre -...-5856856 

Luanik 4630195 

Khaiidi Maternity... .4644281/6 

Aldleh Maternity. .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman. .4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 5607071 

Shmeisani Hospital -5669131 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital - 5353444 

AI-Muasher Hospital .5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhfljreen... 4777 101/3 

Al-Bashit.... -.4775111/26 

Army, Marita -..4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .-560224050 
Amal Hospital 4891611/15 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt HospitaL — .{09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 


_r0?)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
109 1990990 

IRBtD: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02 1275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

— t02.»272275 

Ibn Al Natees Hospital 

102)7101372, (02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

(02)7102831. <02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ..{02)7 103100 
AQABA: 

ftincess Hata Htftpita) (03i2l>!4 1 1 3 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infomutum is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian ( RJt informaiion 
depanmem ar the Queen Mia baer- 
narionol A irport Tel. (44/53200-5. 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 44 (52 TOO j. 
Information on Royal Wines flights 
can be supplied on phone 
4875201-5 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 


0830 Damascus i RJ i 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

0850 Dubai. Abu Dhabi {RJ ) 

09:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

16:20 Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 - London tRJ) 

16:45 New York, Amsterdam tRJ) 

18:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:30 Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

00:15 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

03:00 ..Jakarta Kuala Lumpur (RJ i 

Other Flights 

09:30 Cairo |MS> 

13:10 Bahrain t.GF) 

14:05 -.Vienna (OS) 

14:40 Doha(QR) 

14:45 Khartoum(SD) 

17:40 Beirut (ME) 

18:05 Frankfort (LH) 

18:45 Dubai lEK) 

21:15 - Istanbul (SD) 

21:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:45 Athens, Beirut (OA) 

00:30 Amsterdam, Damascus (EK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

10 JO .Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 
tRWi 

11:15 Aqaba (arriving at Maria 
Aijpon) (RW) 

38:00 .Aqaba (arriving al Maka 
Airport) IRW) 

22:35 Tel Aviv (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 


Aiipi*nj (RW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:30 Beirut tRJl 

10*J0 Frankfon. London i.RJ) 

11:00 Amsienlam, Chicago (RJ) 

12:05 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:30 Cairo (RJ i 

21^0 Damascus (RJ 

21:40 Bahrain, Doha! RJ) 

21:45 Muscat, Dubai (RJi 

22:00 .Tel Aviv i add) iRJ) 

22:00 Tehran (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

22:45 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:15 Istanbul (TK) 

05:35 Lamaca(CY) 

06*30 Paris (AF i 

07:20 London (.\Fi 

Kh30 .Cairo (MS) 

14:00 Bahrain (GF) 

14^0 Vienna (OS) 

1530 DohalQR) 

15:45 ..Istanbul (SD) 

19:00 Beirut (ME) 

19:45 Dubai (EK) 

22:10 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:15 -Khartoum (SD) 

01 JO Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:00 Aqaba (from Marka Airport] 
(RW) 

0930 Aqaba (from Marka Airport) : 
(RW) 

20:45 ..Tel Aviv (from QAIAmRW) 
2130 _Aqaba (from QAIA I (RW ) 
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Schroeder urges SPD 


to back coalition pact 


BONN (R) — Gerhard 
Schroeder. promising “a 
new beginning”. urged his 
Social Democrats Sunday to 
approve a coalition pact 
with the Greens that paves 
the way for him to become 
Germany's first centre-left 
chancellor in 16 years. 

“The new government 
stands for innovation and 
justice.” Schroeder told a 
special one-day conference 
of the SPD. 

“We are going to give 
Germany a new beginning, 
first in Bonn, then in 
Berlin.” he said, referring to 
next year's government 
move. 

SPD officials expea the 
party's 500 delegates to 
back the agreement with the 
left-wing ecologists that will 
give Schroeder a 21 -seat 
majority in the Bundestag 
lower house of parliament 

The new parliament is 
expected to vote Schroeder 
in to office as Germany's 
seventh postwar chancellor 
Tuesday. 

Schroeder, 54. said the 
coalition pact bore the 
stamp of SPD policies. 

He vowed to battle unem- 
ployment and promote 
“social justice”. He stuck to 
the cherished tenets of 
social democracy, barely 


mentioning the “new cen- 
tre". the middle ground of 
German politics which fig- 
ured large in his victorious 
campaign against chancellor 
Helmut’Kohl. 

He assured Germany’s 
allies that his government 
stood by the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation and 
backed further European 
Union integration and 
expansion. 

Schroeder began his half- 
hour address by thanking 
SPD party president Oskar 
Lafontaine for his help in 
w innin g the Sept. 27 gener- 
al election. 

The German media have 
been filled with speculation 
of a power struggle between 
Schroeder and Lafontaine 
over the formation of a new 


mem can succeed only if the 
chancellor and party presi- 
dent work together and do 
not allow themselves to be 
divided by anybody,” 
Lafontaine told the confer- 


govemment. 

" Schroeder's hand-picked 
economics ministers, com- 
puter millionaire Jost 
Sto llmann, turned down the 
job a week ago after 
Lafontaine wrested key 
powers from him. 

Lafontaine. die strongest 
figure in the party with a 
reputation as an old-fash- 
ioned tax-and-spend social- 
ist also played down specu- 
lation of rivalry with the 
centrist Schroeder. 

“The Schroeder govem- 


ence. 

Lafontaine was instru- 
mental in negotiating the 
coalition pact with die 
Greens which envisages a 
tax reform and economic 
measures to fight unem- 
ployment 

The Greens approved the 
agreement Saturday. 

The parties hammered out 
the accord in three-weeks of 
negotiations following the 
election. 

Lafontaine. who is set to 
take over a strengthened 
finance ministry, insisted 
that be and Schroeder were 
not fighting. He said the 
SPD could not have won 
without Schroeder. 

An opinion poll in Bild 
am Sonntag newspaper 
showed that 61 per cent of 
voters agreed thru the SPD 
would not have toppled 
Kohl without Schroeder. 

But 41 per cent thought 
Lafontaine had the greatest 
influence in forging the 
coalition pact, compared 
with 31 per cent for 
Schroeder according to the 
Forsa Institute poll. 


Chechen anti-kidnap chief 
killed in bomb attack 


GROZNY (AFP) — The 
Chechen general tasked with 
fighting a wave of kidnappings 
in the breakaway Russian 
republic was fatally injured 
Sunday when a bomb explod- 
ed outside his office as he was 
arriving for work, the Interfax 
agency reported- 

General - Shaid Barguishev 
lost both his legs in the blast, 
which occurred as he was 
about to get out of his car and 
enter his office building, an 
AFP corespondent witnessed. 

He and two bodyguards, also 
injured, were rushed to hospi- 
tal but the general later died of 
his injuries while undergoing 
surgery. Interfax said, quoting 
Chechen officials. 

Investigators said they 
believed die bomb, placed near 
the entrance to the building in 
the centre of Grozny, was set 
off by remote control. The 
blast destroyed the cat 

The attack came • after 
authorities last week 
announced a massive opera- 
tion to “eradicate” kidnappings 
plaguing the republic and free 
the more than 100 hostages 
held by kidnapping gangs 
there. 

Sources close to the investi- 
gation said a group specialis- 
ing in abductions could be 


behind the attack. They said 
Barguishev may also have 
been the victim of retaliation 
by families of those arrested by 
his forces. 

President Aslam Maskhadov 
condemned the attack and 
vowed that the government 
would not be intimidated into 
changing policy toward 
hostage-takers. 

“The attack aims to intimi- 
date the services charged with 
maintaining order.” die presi- 
dent said (hiring an emergency 
meeting of security services. 

Maskhadov said be would 
not abandon the banle against 
terrorism for “an instant”, and 
called cm Chechnya's Supreme 
Court judges, whom he met 
with Sunday, to prove their 
“steadfastness and hardness in 
the fight against terrorism.” 

He said the attackers would 
“be found and brought to jus- 
tice", and promised “the gov- 
ernment would put an end to 
the kidnappings and terrorists.” 
Supiane Akhmadov. 

Baiguisbev’s deputy, told 
Interfax earlier that “in recent 
days, the fight against hostage- 
takers has intenrified. 

“More than 20 people have 
just been arrested, and three 
hostages have been freed,” he 
added. 


Those three, authorities 
announced Wednesday, 
included a Turkish business- 
man held captive for 13 
months. 

Chechnya has been swept by 
a wave of kidnappings and 
killings since the end of its 
bloody 1994-1996 war with 
Russia, which left ft with de 
facto independence but with- 
out international recognition. 

The devastated republic has 
been in a state of virtual anar- 
chy, prey to violent factional 
struggles and frequent kidnap- 
pings for ransom. 

Foreigners, including aid 
workers, journalists and busi- 
nessmen, have been the fre- 
quent targets of rebel armed 
gangs opposed to Chechen 
President Aslan Maskhadov. 

Maskhadov himself barely 
escaped an attempt on his life 
in a July attack that killed two 
of his bodyguards. No one was 
ever charged in that attack. 

The president’s opponents 
charge that he failed to win 
Chechnya international recog- 
nition after the war with 
Russia 

According to Chechen 
authorities, the 103 people cur- 
rently being held hostage 
include three Britons, a New 
Z ea l ander and a Frenchman. 


New Prince Charles 


biography sparks outrage 


LONDON tR) — A new 
biography of Prince Charles, 
which claims Princess Diana 
was the first to have an affair 
in their ill-fated marriage, 
sparked outrage Sunday. 

Biographer Penny Junor 
claimed in ‘Charles: Victim 
or Villain?’ that Diana had an 
affair with her bodyguard and 
also made death threats to 
Charles’ lover. Camilla 
Parker Bowles. 

Buckingham Palace, echo- 
ing the plea made last month 
by Princes William and Harry 
after the first anniversary of 
their mother’s death in a Paris 
car crash, pleaded for her to 
be left to rest in peace. 

Rosa Monckron, one of 
Diana's closest friends, said 
she was outraged at claims 
the princess had an affair with 
her bodyguard. Barry 
Manakee, who was killed in a 
motorcycle accident in 1987. 
“He was just a father figure." 
she said. 

Extracts from Junor 's book, 
which was said to have been 
written with the co-operation 
of 30 of Prince Charles' 
friends and advisers, were 
published in the Mail Sunday 
tabloid. 

Buckingham Palace said 


the book was neither official 
nor authorised. 

“This all seems to have 
been in the market place 
before. It is a rehash of old 
stories” a palace spokesman 
told The Sunday Telegraph. 

“When Prince Harry went 
to Eton (school), he and his 
brother issued a plea in which 
they said they very much 
hoped that their mother and 
her memory would be finally 
allowed to rest in peace. 

We can only repeat that 
statement” Junor's book was 
given blanket coverage by 
British tabloids Sunday with 
the biography allegedly 
claiming that Diana told 
Parker Bowles in late-night 
phone calls Tve hired some- 
one to kill you.” Junor said 
bodyguard Manakee’s death 
led a grief-stricken Diana to 
slash at her body in an 
attempt at self-mutilation. 

Diana was killed in a high- 
speed car crash with her mil- 
lionaire companion Dodi 
Fayed, son of Mohammad AJ 
Fayed, owner of the luxury 
Harrods department store. 

Junor claimed in her book 
that Queen Elizabeth only 
allowed Diana's body to be 
brought back on a Royal air- 


craft after an aide said in des- 
peration: “Would you rather. 
Ma'am, that she came back in 
a Harrods van?’ 

Buckingham Palace said 
die claim was “a grotesque 
misrepresentation of the 
truth.” 

“In the lead-up to their bit- 
terly contested divorce, 
Charles and Diana fought 
long and hard in public over 
who was to blame for the 
break-up of their marriage. 

In Andrew Morton's biog- 
raphy. Diana blamed Parker 
Bowles for the collapse of 
their marriage, saying there 
were always “three in the 
marriage'’ and labelling her 
love rival “The Rottweiler.” 
Since Diana's death last 
August, there has been a long 
and discreet campaign to win 
acceptance for Parker Bowles 
as a consort for the heir to die 
throne. 

A poll in the Sunday Minor 
showed that Charles had 
gained more public support to 
marry his long-time lover. 

The ICM poll for die 
tabloid showed 43 per cent 
saying they favoured Charles 
marrying her. In a similar poll 
a year ago, only 30 per cent 
said they should wed. 
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European Union Commission President Jacques San ter, Belgian Prime Minister 
Jean-Lnc Dehaene, British Prime Minister Tony Blair, French President Jacques 
Chirac and French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin stand on board the steamer ‘Thalia* 
after a boat trip on Lake Woerthersee from Poertschach to Klagenfurt in Austria’s 
southern Carinthia province. European Union heads of state and governments met 
for two days of informal talks to review the bloc’s future and consider ways of forg- 
ing a more effective foreign policy (Renters photo) 


EU leaders discuss ways 
of improving image 


POERTSCHACH. Austria 
(R) — European Union 
heads of government 
Sunday discussed ways of 
overcoming the indifference 
and hostility with which the 
bloc is often viewed by its 
400 million citizens. 

On the final day of a two- 
day informal summit in the 
Austrian lakeside resort of 
Poertschach. British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair told fel- 
low heads of government 
they could not take the sup- 
port of their people for 
granted. 

“In some areas we have to 
integrate more,” Blair’s 
spokesman quoted him as 
saying, citing the interna- 
tional economic crisis. 
Kosovo, organised crime 
and the illicit drugs trade as 
issues which individual 
countries could not handle 
on their own. 

But he said EU citizens 
would rebel if the EU tried 
to muscle in on areas which 
should remain the preserve 
of national governments, 
such as defence, income 
tax, health and education. 


Austrian Foreign Minister 
Wolfgang Schuessel told 
the leaders Saturday that “a 
generally critical public” 
had to be won over for each 
additional step in European 
integration. 

“The introduction of the 
common currency and the 
enlargement process will 
add new challenges to this 
constant work of winning 
the citizens' hearts and 
minds,' Schuessel said. 

“The Union must achieve 
tangible results in those 
matters which are most 


important to its citizens.” 
This meant creating jobs, 
improving quality of life 
and increasing security. 

German Chancellor-elect 
Gerhard Schroeder was 
absent from Sunday's ses- 
sion. He made his EU debut 
as a guest Saturday as he 
had not formally been elect- 
ed head of government by 
the German Bundestag. 

After a two-hour working 
session in their Poertschach 
hotel Sunday morning, the 
heads of government were 
due to travel by steamer 


along the Woerthersee lake 
to nearby Klagenfurt for 
press briefings and a final 
lunch together. 

Saturday's session was 
dominated by a hastily 
scheduled visit by 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat who briefed the EU 
on his latest peace accord 
with Israel. 

On economic policy, the 
clear left-of-centre orienta- 
tion of the EU’s political 
leaders was apparent in 
calls by several prime min- 
isters for general cuts in 
interest rates to ward off 
recession and prevent job 
losses. 

Austrian government 
spokesman Josef Kalina 
said there was a strong con- 
sensus on the need for clos- 


er cooperation in economic 
policy. 

“We need to accept tax 
harmonisation and mini- 
mum social standards and 
engage in dialogue with 
monetary policy-makers, 
without attacking the auton- 
omy of the European 
Central Bank.” he said. 


Cambodian king welcomes 
proposal to try Khmer Rouge 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) 
— U-N- special human 
rights envoy for 
Cambodia Thomas 
Hammarberg said 

Sunday he had held talks 
with King Norodom 
Sihanouk, which includ- 
ed plans to bring hard- 
core Khmer Rouge rebel 
leaders to trial. 

Hammarberg, who 
arrived here last week to 
assess the human rights 
situation and prepare for 
the arrival of a U.N. 
team investigating the 
Khmer Rouge, said the 
king “warmly” support- 
ed die idea of a trial at a 
meeting Saturday. 

“The” king said he 
agreed with this idea and 
supported it warmly,” 
Hammarberg told AFP in 
a telephone interview, 
adding he had also 
expressed concern over 
human rights in the post- 
election period. 

He said the group of 
three experts, whose 
mission was first 
announced Friday, 
would arrive on Nov. 14 
and spend 10 days In 
Cambodia. “They will 
assess what evidence 
actually exists (against 
the Khmer Rouge), and 
then they will propose to 
the international com- 
munity ways to handle 
this,” he added. 

“From the international 
perspective there is an 
interest in a trial. Now it 
is very much on the 
Cambodian leaders. 1 am 
fairly optimistic." he 
said, but added strong- 
man Hun Sen had yet to 
reply to a request for a 
meeting. 

King Sihanouk allied 


himself briefly with the 
Khmer Rouge after his 
ouster as head of state in 
1970 by Prime Minister 
Lon Nol, whose regime 
had U.S. backing. From 
exile in Beijing, then- 
Prince Sihanouk 

announced he bad 
formed a united front 
with the Khmer Rouge to 
fight the Lon Nol gov- 
ernment. 

The king has recently 
said his conscience was 
clear regarding his asso- 
ciation with the Maoist 
movement, and even 
offered to stand before 
any tribunal set up to try 
them. 

The Khmer Rouge 
regime under the late Pol 
Pot, which ousted Lon 
Nol and ruled from 1975 
to 1979, is blamed for 
the deaths of nearly two 
million people through 
starvation, disease, ill 
treatment and execu- 
tions. During much of 
that period, the prince 
was held under house 
arrest by the Khmer 
Rouge in Phnom Penh. 

The rebel group all but 
disintegrated this year, 
following a series of 
mass defections and a 
determined government 
offensive on their last 
bastions in the north of 
Cambodia. 

Khmer Rouge military 
leader Ta Mok, nominal 
political chief Khieu 
Samphan and ideologi- 
cal tsar Nuon Cbea are 
still at large. 

Hammarberg said that 
during the meeting King 
Sihanouk had also 
expressed concern over 
violence in the wake of 
the country’s July 26 


elections. “We discussed 
the human rights situa- 
tion. He. as before, was 
very supportive and 
urged that we go on with 
oar work,” Hammarberg 
said. 

“He gave his view of 
the political situation 
here and said there was a 
link between the need to 
form a government and 
the prospects of improv- 
ing the human rights sit- 
uation in Cambodia.’’ 

Cambodia has been 
without a recognised 
government since July 
elections, which Hun 
Sen won but not with a 
large enough majority to 
rule alone. Talks to form 
a coalition between Hun 
Sen's ruling Cambodian 
People's Party (CPPl 
and the opposition 
FUNCINPEC party of 
ousted Co-Premier 
Prince Norodom 

Ranariddh are stalemat- 
ed. with little hope of a 
breakthrough in the short 
term. 

Dozens of bodies have 
been found in shallow 
graves or floating in 
rivers since anti-CPP 
demonstrations by oppo- 
sition supporters claim- 
ing election fraud in 
August and September. 

Hun Sen's administra- 
tion has blamed the vio- 
lence in the protests, 
during which at least two 
people died, on anarchic 
elements in the opposi- 
tion. Opposition leaders 
Prince Ranariddh and 
former finance minister 
Sara Rainsy, who heads 
a self-named party, have 
left the country, saying it 
is not safe for them to 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


EU leaders back Kohl 
as honorary European 


POERTSCHACH. Austria (AFP) — EU leaders meeting at 
an fofrnmni summit in southern Austria backed a proposal to 
declare outgoing German Chancellor Helmut Kohl “ gg hon- 
orary citizen of Europe,” aides said Sunday. The veteran 
German leader would become only foe second figure to 
receive foe European Union's top distinction — previously 
bestowed on Jean Monnet considered foe father of modem 
Europe. The award would be in appreciation of Kohl’s role in 
Europe's evolution during his 16 years as chancefloc K6h £. 
who was defeated in Sept. 27 elections, derided not toattend- 
the EU mftpring in the lakeside town of Poertschach, winch ;! 
comes two days before Social Democrat (SP D) le ader. 
Gerhaid Schroeder is sworn in as Ins successor Schroeder' 
attended the first day of foe two-day summit Saturday, as a 
“«uesT of host Austrian Chancellor Viktor Klima. Afbtmai 
derision on foe proposal could be taken at the Dec. 11-12 
Vienna summit which will climax Austria’s six-nwofo EU 
presidency. Frenchman Monnet was awarded foe distinction 
as founder in 1951 of the European Coal and Steel 
Community (ECSQ, the precursor of the European Union. 


Six killed when gas well explodes 
in Louisiana 


BRYCELAND, Louisiana (A P) — A natural gas well 
exploded and caught fire Saturday afternoon, killing six of' 
foe 13 workers on foe crew. At least two of five injured work-- 
ers remained hospitalised, including one in critical condition. 
Two of the woiters were immjured, said Bob Lane, chief 
operating officer for Sonat Exploration Co„ which owns foe 
well. The intense beat from foe fire prevented rescue crews 
from getting close enough to remove some of foe bodies of 
those who were killed. The derrick started to melt in foe 
intense beat, leaning towards a small patch of woods, and 
eventually ft fell, said state police Ll Mike Edmonson. 
However, there was no threat of the fire spreading, he said. 
The crew was completing a new well in Bienville Parish, 
about 72 kilometres east of Shreveport when it blew about 2 
pjin. Lane said Edmonson said the fire was expected to bum 
through the night The cause of the blaze was not immediate- 
ly known. Lane said the company’s top priority “is to take 
care of the people. No. 2 is to get the well under control. Then 
and only then will we investigate to find out what happened” 
Six workers apparently died at the scene. Two’people were 
hospitalised at LSU Medical Centre, including one man who 
was in critical condition- State police had earlier reported that 
a seventh worker had died at LSU, but that report was wrong, 
said state police spokesman Chris Johnson. “He’s not doing 
very well, but he is not dead,” he said 


11 dead as storms lash Britain 


LONDON (AFP) — At least 1 1 people were killed as torren- 
tial rain and winds of up to 130 kilometres per hour lashed 
Britain, police said Sunday. The downpour, foe worst to hit 
Wales and southwestern England in 20 years, also caused about 
£400 milli on ($670 million) worth of damage, insurers said 
The storms caused rivets to overflow and interrupted road, train 
and sea traffic in southern Britain. Three canoeists drownedin 
separate accidents, swept away by swollen rivers as they pad- 
died along or walked on shore. In one incident, a 19-year-old: 
canoeist was thought to have drowned on the River Dart after 
police called off a search until the swollen river subsided In 
another, the body of a 47-year-old man was pulled from foe 
nearby river Bade, which had been placed cm a red flood alert 
Friday, police found foe body of a 25-year-old canoeist swept 
away when he fell into foe River Rhondda in south Whies. At 
Clifford, in western England rescuers resumed a search for a 
62-year-old farmer who disappeared near the River Wye after 
going out to move cattle to higher ground Eight people died in 
rain-related road accidents in western parts of the country, resr 
cuers said Four people died in a head-on collision on a slippery 
road in Bastonfond, and three others died in Buglawton. A gust 
of wind thrust a motorcyclist into a crane, killing him 
Southampton airport had to be closed late Saturday after a 
Dutch KLM aircraft with 95 people onboard sk i dd e d on foe 
runway and finished landing on the grass. Train services were 
disrupted and cross-Channel ferry services cancelled or 
delayed Saturday. Crossings between Britain and Ireland were 
almost entirely cancelled. 


Nine killed in eastern Congo 
rebel stronghold 


KIGALI (AFP) — Nine people including a rebel soldier 
were shot dead at the weekend in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo XDRC) rebel stronghold of Goma, various sources 
including rebel radio reported Sunday. Five others were 
killed in the attack Saturday, foe reports said. A Rwandan 
authority contacted in the town of Gisenyi just across the bor- 
der in northwest Rwanda said that “at around seven o'clock 
in the -morning several rounds of gunfire were heard in 
Goma. Three hours later we learned that people were killed 
in this town, and only today, Sunday, we learned that nin e 
people all together were killed.” Radio Goma. a rebel station, 
quoted a local authority, Bosco Kabutsftsi, as saying foe . 
arrack took place about five kilometres west of the Goma air- 
port- “Security services at Goma intervened rapidly and are ' 
pursuing these wretched criminals.” foe official said An ' 
independent source contacted by AFP said the victims were 
merchants. 


Cargo ship blasts off for Mir; carries 
supplies and giant space mirror 


MOSCOW (AP) — A supply ship blasted off Sunday era a mis- 
,t° tonnes of cargo to the Mir space station. Among 1 
, 2 ns: l® 3211 . s P ace ““TOT designed ta-fltaminaEe stm- 
aties ' Progress cargo ship was launched’ 
firom the Baikonur cosmodrome in Kazakstan at 7:14 am 
hfescow ume. The launch had been delayed for 10 days until 
Russian government could afford it The 
mgress is scheduled to dock wi* foe Mir Tuesday maming.- 
«fogmg fuel, food , water. New Year’s gifts and foe eq)eri- 
It also will bring several kits of scientific- 
1 including a Russian-French device to be installed 

Avdevev b >' cosm0Qaut s Gennady Padaflca and Setgei; 
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Chilean women hold onto a oiant nhitiiuir-mk >er , . _ 

in the upper part of town in Santiago Sonnfl* otm rhnJ Ieadcr l * n - ■ Agusto Pinochet during * pm-Pinuchei rally 
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Chilean protesters 
demand Pinochet’s release 


storms lash Brii* 
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SANTIAGO (Ri — About 
20,000 people, many wear- 
ing yellow ribbons and wav- 
ing flags, demanded 
Saturday that Britain free 
Chile's former dictator 
Augusto Pinochet, seen by 
the country's right wing as a 
beloved father figure. 

Led by politicians and 
musicians, the gathering 
stretched for a half mile 
from a stage in Santiago's 
upscale Las Condes district. 

Las - Condes mayor 
Joaquin Lavin, a presiden- 
tial candidate for the right- 
wing'- •" • •• todependem- 
Democracy Union, called 
; the rafrfthe 'biggest in Chile 
this decade. 

The national police esti- 
mated the crowd at 18.000 
to 20.000. They said 25 pro- 
testers were detained near 
the British and Spanish 
ambassadors' residences. 

Britain arrested Pinochet. 


S2. in a London hu.spiiul fosi 
Friday, acting oil a request 
from a Spanish judge seek- 
ing to have him extradited 
and prosecuted on charges 
of genocide, torture and ter- 
rorism during his 17-year 
reign that ended in I99(). 

Chile has demanded his 
release. charging that 
Pinochet was unlawfully 
taken into custody while in 
England for medical rea- 
sons. They contend that the 
former army commander- 
in-chief. now a senator for 
life, has diplomatic immu- 
nity and iliac bis arrest 
amounted to a kidnapping. 

Many in the crowd .held 
signs in support of the for- 
mer dictator reading. “Free 
Pinochet” and "Give us 
back Pinochet." 

Lavin. who spearheaded 
the protest, said the nation is 
on "the most Chilean of all 
missions: rescuing an ex- 


president kidnapped by a 
foreign nation." 

"We are tired ol being 
humiliated" he said. "We 
eannut continue to accept 
this situation. Chile dues nut 
want to be a second-class 
country.” 

Me then turned to Chile’s 
presidential elections, 

which will be held in 
December 1999. He 
skimmed Socialist candi- 
date Ricardo Lugo& by com- 
paring him to Socialist 
President Salvador Allende. 
who died in die coup that 
Pinochet Jed in 1973. 

"We already had one 
Socialist president. We do 
not want another," said 
Lavin, adding that Britain 
should release Pinochet out 
of "an act of humanity." 

Foreign Minister Jose 
Miguel Insulza Saturday 
recognised the possibility of 
using Pinochet’s health — 


he is recovering from back 
surgery — to get his release. 

"We have to know in what 
Circumstance and in what 
mi mi icm that alternative, 
which the government lias 
never ruled out. can he pro- 
posed." Insui/a told 
reporters. 

Britain has said that 
humanitarian factors will be 
considered when it makes a 
decision on whether to 
extradite Pinochet to Spain. 

Earlier Saturday, about 
150 Pinochet critics gath- 
ered in Santiago’s central 
square, urged extradition, 
and scoffed at humanitarian 
pleas on behalf of the for- 
mer dictator. 

"What an embarrassment. 
Humanitarian reasons? 
They make Mr. Pinochet 
look like a victim.’* Gladys 
Marin, the head of Chile’s 
Communist Party, told the 
anti-Pinochet rally. 




Doctor who performed abortions 
killed in upstate New York 


in eastern Conge 

: stronghold 


AMHERST. New York i AP> — 
A sniper killed a doctor who per- 
forms abortions, firing through 
the physician's kitchen window 
— the first finality among five 
sniper attacks on upstate New 
York or Canadian abortion 
providers in the last four years. 

Dl Barnett Slepian, 51. a tar- 
get of anti-abortion protesters 
since the 1980s, was gunned 
down Friday night. The lolling 
came days after authorities 
warned abortion providers in the 
region about possible violence 
because the four earlier attacks 
happened within a few weeks of 
Nov. 11, Veterans Day. 

‘There’s some type of connec- 
tion on the date. We don't know 
what it is," Inspector David 
Bowen of the Hamilton- 


Wcnt worth (Onu police said 
Saturday. 

Bowen is pan of a Cauadiun- 
American task force that has 
investigated the shootings since 
November 1997. Task force 
spokesman Keith MeCuskill 
said the .shooter or shooters had 
not contacted authorities follow- 
ing any of the attacks. 

Slepian ’s wife told police the 
shooting Iwppened minutes after 
the couple returned home from 
synagogue. The Slepians' four 
sons, ages 7 to 15. also were 
home at the time. 

Before Slepian. three 
Canadian doctors and a doctor 
near Rochester. New York, were 
shot and wounded since 1994. In 
each case, the doctors were fired 
upon with a high-powered rifle 


through windows in their homes. 
Canadian and American authori- 
ties issued safety tips to doctors 
Tuesday. 

‘They were told to stay away 
from windows that weren't cov- 
ered with curtains or blinds and 
to he aware of their surroundings 
and anything suspicious at tlieir 
clinics," said Frank Okisko. 
Amherst's assistant police chief. 

Slepian's killer shot through a 
window with raised Winds From 
behind a hack yard fence. A heli- 
copter search was fruitless. The 
gunman remaned at large 
Saturday. 

On a list of doctors who per- 
form uboruons, clinic wurken; 
and others compiled posted on a 
Web site, Slepian's name hud a 
line throuuh iL The list names 


abortion providers il says arc 
working, wounded or have been 
killed. 

The Web site, which has ranti- 
ngs against homosexuality and 
the government, includes photos 
of aborted foetuses and has links 
to the Anny of God. Letter* 
signed by the shadowy Army of 
God claimed responsibility for 
the 1997 bombings of a gay bar 
in Atlanta and an abortion clinic, 
and the this year's fatal 
Birmingham abortion clinic 
bombing. 

President Clinton said 
Saturday that he is "outraged” 
by Slepian's slaving and that the 
Justice Department is working 
wiilt local authorities to track 
down Iris killer. 


Little-known Picasso works to be auctioned in Paris 
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PARIS (R) — A host of tittle- 
known Picasso canvases, draw- 
ings and trinkets hidden away 
in a Paris flat for half a century 
by one of his lovers go under 
lire hammer Tuesday to the 
delight of the art world. 

Most of the “Picassos of Dora 
Maar", which will be sold in an 
auction spread over six days, 
have never been exhibited, and 
some are major works. 

Theodora Markovic. known 
as Dora Maar, was the Spanish 
artist’s lover for seven years in a 
crucial period of his life encom- 
passing the Spanish Civil war 
and most of World War D. 

A dark-haired beauty, she 
was lbe. model for ^ 
anguished woman crying in 
horror in Picasso’s most famous 
work, “Guernica". 

She died last year, a 90 -year- 
old recluse in her Left Bank flat 
cr amme d with his paintings and 
drawings near the Lcs Dcu* 
Magots cafe in Samt-Gemiain- 
des-pfos where they met m 
1936. 


“The silence Dora Maar had 
imposed on herself i* at last 
being lifted." art critic Pierre 
Cabaiine said 

The works include sketches, 
pebbles on which Prcasso 
carved MauA portrait with his 
pocket knife, jewels. NuUecaps 
shaped into birds, and rough 
faces made out ol scraps ol che- 
quered paper tablecloths with 
cigarette bums for the eyes. 

They are being auctioned to 
pav tor inheritance taxes. Bom 

of a Yugoslav father and a 
French mother. Maar lived in 
seclusion after Picasso aban- 
doned her. and she died child- 

^Onlv two remote female rela- 
tives 'have been located, m 
France and Croatia, who stand 
io receive an unexpected wmd- 

heirs, who were nor iden- 
tified. are said never to have mel 

M tJ collection has been val- 
ued mover 150 million fryncs 
,co 7 million), but experts say 


is likely to fetch much marc. 

"1 expect gamine surprises as 
some people are most interest- 
ed in an auction fliat will never 
be repeated. Ending the century' 
will] such a sale is lantusue, 
said art expert Marc Blondeuu. 

A e;utvas of Dora Maar as 
“La Femme Qui Pleurc" (The 
Crying Woman ) is valued at 1 6- 
20 million francs (S2.9-3.6 mil- 
lion). 

A well known photograplier, 
Maitr was Picasso’s lover while 
he worked feverishly on 
"Guernica” — commissioned 
by the doomed Spanish 
Republican government fol- 
lowing the bombing of the his- 
torical Basque capital in 1937 
by the Nazi allies of Nationalist 
general Francisco Franco. 
r Her photographs of Picasso’s 
preliminary sketches for 
"Guernica" will also be on auc- 
tion. 

Am one the main works arc 
“Dora “Maar with Green 
Fingernails”, valued at 20-30 
million francs I S3. 6-5. 4 mil- 


lion), "Dora Maar On The 
Beach", and "Dora Maar with 
Green Kerchief*, together with 
sketches ol‘ "Thoughtful Dora 
Maar" and "Dora Maar 
Asleep". 

Picasso also illustrated manu- 
script poems by Paul Eluanl. 
the writer who introduced the 
two lovers, which are esti mated 
to fetch 800.1 W0 francs 
(S 145,000). 

Auctioneer Jacques Solanet 
said the auction would show if 
investors were turning to the art 
market after the stuck excliange 
slump. 

Maar, a muse of surrealist 
pocLs, playfully pricked her fin- 
gen* with a knife in order to 
draw Picasso’s attention at Les 
Deux Magots, and gave him her 
blood-stained gloves. 

Their affair turned sour amid 
increasingly angry arguments 
and they split up in 1943. Maar 
plunged into depression and 
spent die rest of her life in 
seclusion. Picasso died in 1973 
aged 91. 


NATO generals resume 
Kosovo talks in Belgrade 


BELGRADE (Ri — 

NATO’s rup generals 
resumed urgent talks un the 
Kosovo crisis wuh Vugoslav 
leaders Sunday alter a few 
hours' rest follow ing almost 
12 hours of meetings 

stretching through the night. 

The NATO commanders - 
weie pressing Belgrade to 
accelerate military w ith- 
drawals from Kosovo to 
allow refugees displaced in 
lighting with ethnic 
Alhuniaii separatists to 
come home solely and open 
the way for a politico! settle- 
ment. 

NATO has given Yugoslav 
federal President Slobodan 
Milosevic until Tuesday to 
comply wrth U.S. demands 
for military disengagement 
in Kosovo ur face punitive 
air strikes. 

NATO supreme cosnman- 
Jcr General Wesley Clark 
and General Klaus 
Nauinann, chairman of his 
miliury committee, talked 
with Milosevic and 
Yugoslav army chief of slalY 
General Momcilo Perisic 
for almost 12 hours until 


around 5 a.m. i0400 GMTi. 

"They emphoMseti to 
Milosevic ;uiJ Perisic that 
these were not negotiations, 
but rather discussions on 
compliance with L'.N. 
Security Council direc- 
lives," the diplomat, who 
asked not to be identified, 
told Reuters. 

"The NATO delegation 
came to tel! them that com- 
pliance was insufficient and 
to make very clear that the 
activation order for NATO 
air strikes is still in place." 

The NATO generals were 
believed to have had two 
separate session* with 
Milosevic and longer, mure 
technical talks with Pen sic 
and Serbian military police 
comm.uiders before retiring 
to a hotel for some rest. 

"They have now just gone 
into further meetings. They 
had packed up. apparently 
ready to return to Brussels, 
but they are now having fur- 
ther meetings irtsieaJ." the 
diplomat said. 

The talks were held under 
tight security and secrecy 
without media access and 


there was no word from 
either side on how the dis- 
cussions had gone. 

NATO sources had said 
earlier that Clark and 
Nuumann would resist any 
Yugoslav attempt to dilute 
NATO’s ultimatum by bar- 
gaining. 

Nor would they accept 
alleged activity by Kosovo 
Liberation Army guerrillas 
as an excuse for stalling on 
a substantial withdrawal of 
Yugoslav federal troops and 
Serbian military police from 
the Albanian-majority 
province. 

Belgrade has drawn inter- 
national condemnation for 
pounding Kosovo’s rebels 
and civilians alike in a sum- 
mer offensive, destroying 
-and pillaging scores of 
towns and putting more than 
250,000 inhabitants to 
flight. The estimated death 
toll is 80U. 

There is a dire need to get 
thousands of Kosovo 
Albanian refugees out of the 
mountains ;ind forests and 
into habitable shelter before 
the bitter Balkan winter 


descends. The nights arc 
already freezing and heavy 
snowfall looms within 
weeks. 

But diplomatic observers 
said Saturday they had 
found Yugoslav security- 
forces and KLA guerrillas 
reinforcing emplacements 
in volatile pockets of central 
Kosovo. 

In New' York, the L’.N. 
Security Council passed a 
resolution authorising 
NATO aircraft and 

European monitors to 
ensure that fighting stops in 
Kosovo but avoided the 
issue of using force if need- 
ed to impose their mandate. 

Russia and China 
abstained from the 13-0 
vote, which endorsed 
accords signed by- 

Yugoslav ia that allow 
NATO to evacuate 
European monitors — but 
only with noncombat air- 
craft. 

Still, the United States and 
Britain immediately made it 
clear NATO would use 
force if nccessurv. 


Three die Malaysian opposition, rights 
in violent activists urge Mahathir to resign 

Peru 

protest at 
peace 
deal 


JQUriOS. Pent i.R) — Three 
people including a baby girl were 
killed as thousands of denionstra- 
tors rampaged through a 
Peruvian jungle town Saturday 
during violent protests against a 
historic peace deal with Ecuador, 
authorities said. 

Eight more people were seri- 
ously injured as army and polio.*, 
firing shots and tear gas canisters, 
into the air, clashed with protest- 
er* who raided and set alight gov- 
ernment buildings and burned 
officials’ cos, witnesses said. 

Thousands of marchers flood- 
ed the streets in the Amazon 
town of [quiiiis a day after Peru 
and Eoa^annciunced they had 
reached a peace accord to end a 
bloody, decades -oki border dis- 
pute that last sparked a war in 
1995. 

While many townspeople 
marched to support the peace 
accord, most demonstrator, 
opposed the deal that gave 
Ecuador navigation and trade 
rights in the Amazon, witnesses 
said. 

Most Peruvians welcomed the 
accord, which effectively elimi- 
nated a border flashpoint that has 
caused wan and skirmishes for 
over 50 years, polls showed 
Saturday. 

Bui Iquitus, which has a popu- 
lation of about 150jX)Q and is 
Peru’s only major town in the 
northwestern jungle region bor- 
dering Ecuador, has traditionally 
opposed any concessions ro the 
neighbouring Andean nation. 

In Saturday's disturbances, a 
girl and a 5f-ycar-oid woman 
died w hen they were hit by a 
speeding government car after 
regional officials and two cabinet 
ministers escaped from their ran- 
sacked hotel witnesses and radio 
reports said. 

A man also died from a bullet 
wound in the head in a separate 
incident dining the disturbances, 
local hospital officials said. 

By nightfall as pulls of smoke 
from buildings and burned- out. 
cars cloaked misfit of the sweaty 
town, soldier, had taken control 
of the four regional government 
buildings that u ere set on fire and 
only a few hundred protesters 
wen: still on the streets, witness- 
es. 

Pern and Ecuador will sign the 
border accord Monday in 
Brasilia resolving the dispute, 
one of the Weston Hemisphere’s 
longest outstanding border con- 
flict 

Bui in a deal brokered by the 
United Sues, Brazil Argentina 
and Chile, Lima allowed some 
technical concessions and 
Ecuador effectively gave up its 
historical claim to a huge swathe 
of Peru’s Amazon. 


Kl'ALA LUMPUR (AFP; — 
Opposition and human rights 
groups Sunday urged Prime 
Minister Mahathir Mohammad to 
step down or hold early polk after 
on outbreak of political violence. 

But they said they expected the 
v eteran leader would fi gh! :u suy 
in power. General elections are 
due in 20UU. 

"Mahathir must resign, or if he 
does not ware to. he must hold 
elections immediately’’ said Syed 
Husin .All president of the 
Malaysian People’s Pony, a 
member of the opposition coali- 
tion Malaysian People's Justice 
Mov'enttu (Gerak). 

"The problem now is that there 
is no justice in the system and the 
person responsible for that is Dr. 
Mahathir," Alitolda news confer- 
ence. 

"He should step down with 
grace, but he won’t He will die 
with his boots on to protect his 
children and cronies." 

Mahathir, who has rejected pre- 
vious calk to resign, condemned 
those involved in Saouday 's street 
violence in which protesters 
threw rocks and petrol bombs at 
police. 

"The groups calling themselves 
reformists seeking to uphold jus- 
tice arc the ones who arc breaking 
the law,” he was quoted as saying 
by the national news agency 
Bemama in the northern resort 
Island of LangkawL 

No one benefited from the inci- 
dent but instead the country’s 
image suffered, he said. Mahathir, 
who is also home minister, called 


the rioters cowards and said they 
used women and children as 
shields during the protests. 

Unrest first broke out in 
September when Mahathir, in 
power since J9S1, sacked and 
arrested Deputy Prime Minister 
and Finance Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim. 

Mahfuz Omar, deputy youth 
chief of the Muslim opposition 
Parti Islam Semalaysia (PAS), 
said: "One way to reduce the ten- 
sion is io bold elections and let ihe 
people decide the future direction 
of the political system." 

A leading human rights group 
issued the first call for Mahihirs 
resignation early Sunday follow- 
ing the fierce overnight street 
dashes between police and 
denKxistraforc demanding 
refomL 

‘The prime minister, who is 
also home minister, must accept 
fell responsibility for having 
totally mishandled the situation," 
said the Suara Rakyat Malaysia 
(Suaram). 

"He cannot ignore the legiti- 
mate discontent of the people. We 
call upon the prime minister to 
immediately resign so that a gen- 
eral election may be held." 

National news agency 
Bcmama citing the police said 
241 people were arrested during 
Saturday’s violence. Hospital 
staff said about a dozen demon- 
strators were injured, while police 
said at least one officer was hurt. 

Violence erupted Saturday 
when police armed with water 
ctinnon and tear gas broke up an 


iSegal pro-Anwar assembly or a 
downtown shopping area. 

The move was followed by 
hours of street skirmishes in a 
mainly Muslim neighbourhood 
between protesters ami police. 

Top opposition MP Lim Kit 
Siang of the Democratic Action 
Ruty urged calm on both sides 
and called lor an “independent 
and public inquiry" into the vio- 
lence in Vlrtiay-doaunaied 
Kampong Baru. 

Every Malaysian "must be con- 
scious of the ttted to maintain a 
high degree of discipline to main- 
tain law and order, which can be 
quite fragile it\ a mute-racial soci- 
ety," he said. 

Anwar, once seen as 
Mahathir's political heir, has been 
charged with lOcounLs of corrup- 
tion and sexual misconduct, 
which he denies. His trial on four 
of the corruption chorees begins 
Nov. 2. 

Human rights group Suaram 
said the “violent and repressive 
actions of the Malaysian police in 
dealing with recent public 
protests an? completely unaccept- 
able and unjustifiable.'' 

It denounced the police move 
to close down an indoor forum 
Saturday calling for the repeal of 
the Internal Security Act (ISAi. 
which allows for detention with- 
out trial and was originally 
designed to fight Communist 
insurgents during British colonial 
rule. 

Mahathir used the law to arrest 
Anwar before the filing of formal 
charges. 
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Assessing an anniversary 


THE FOURTH anniversary of the 1994 peace 
treaty between Jordan and Israel today offers a 
chance to appraise the value of the accord and 
measure the impact it has had on the peoples of 
the two states. It also is a time to reflect on the 
definition of “peace” and assess what 
Jordanians and Israelis had hoped and still 
hope to gain from the treaty — a cold peace that 
entails simply the absence of conflict, or a peace 
that would help promote the interests of citizens 
of both countries. 

After four years, many Jordanians still feel 
that the regional peace process in general and 
Jordan's treaty with Israel in specific have not 
yielded many of the benefits promised by these 
undertakings, such as withdrawals from occu- 
pied Arab lands and the economic “peace divi- 
dends.” Most importantly, the Israeli desire to 
reach a settlement with the Palestinians has so 
far seemed to be illusory. Despite the Wye 
Plantation deal, a fair and just settlement 
between the Palestinians and Israelis seems as 
far away, or farther, than it did in 1991 at the 
beginning of the Madrid process. 

On the home front, Israel has some explaining 
to do for both ongoing and isolated actions vis- 
a-vis the Kingdom and Jordanians, actions that 
are puzzling for a country to perpetrate against 
another with which it is supposedly at peace. No 
one is able to forget the attempted assassination 
of Jordanian citizen Khaled Misha- al in 
Amman last year. Israel continues to effectively 
blockade the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, one 
of Jordan's most logical markets and trade 
partners, from the Kingdom's exports. Even 
travel for many Jordanians to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories remains an ordeal. 

The popular Jordanian turn away from Nor- 
malisation” with the Jewish state since Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s election 
in 1996 should come as no surprise to anyone. 
Normalisation entails mutual respect and trust, 
two things Netanyahu explicitly ruled out 
between Israelis and Arabs during his election 
campaign and his first two years in office. It is 
not logical to demand that a party which has 
received very little from a relationship hold the 
party that has taken all the benefits in high 
esteem. 

It is four years into the historic 1994 
Jordan! an-Israeli treaty, but many Jordanians 
find it hard to tell the difference between the 
pre- and post-accord Israel. The choice still 
remains: a cold peace or a functional and active 
partnership with the Kingdom. Israel must 
make the decision of whether to remain in its 
fortress or begin a new chapter in relations with 
its neighbours. This cannot happen without a 
fair and just settlement of the Palestinian ques- 
tion as well as a resolution on the Lebanese and 
Syrian peace tracks. Unfortunately, after four 
years, it seems that Israel has already made its 
decision. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i’s Tareq Massarwah slammed the Wye 
Plantation agreement reached by the Palestinians and 
the Israelis as a clear violation of human rights. He said 
the deal requires the Palestinian side to apprehend indi- 
viduals “suspected” of perpetrating acts of violence 
‘“for an unlimited period of time.” Massarwah criticised 
American President Bill Clinton for accepting such an 
accord which is an infringement of the human rights the 
United States itself so vociferously calls for. He said the 
U.S. claims it fights human rights abuses in Iraq and 
Yugoslavia, yet it contributed to the signing of this atro- 
cious deal. The Israelis on their side will never allow 
the creation of the Palestinian state, Massarwah said, 
after all most Israelis elected the hard-line government 
of Netanyahu who always opposed peace with the 
Palestinians. 


Al Dustour’s Mazen Saket commented on the long 
overdue interim deal signed between the Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and the Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu under American sponsorship in 
Washington. The deal stipulates that the Palestinian 
National Authority dismantle aimed activists groups 
and crack down on anti-Israeli violence, said Saket. 
Saket charged that the deal is very dangerous because it 
may cause a deadly Palestinian civil war. The writer 
called on the Palestinian opposition to avoid greater 
split by practising constraint. He said only patience, 
sacrifice and courage from all Palestinian opposition 
parties can stop Palestinian factions from turning 
against each other. Saket said if such a war happens, the 
Palestinian cause will eventually be undermined by its 
own people. 



Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Don’t blame the reforms 


IN VIEW of the fall in the growth rates in the GDP over the last 
two years, the near conclusion of the second economic reform 
and stabilisation programme, and die start of the third of these 
programmes next year (which is last drawing to a close) many 
may wonder, and rightftilly so. about the success of such pro- 
grammes and the reform process (started officially in 1989, and - 
actively in 1992) which emanate therefrom. But opponents and 
proponents alike need to keep several facts in mind when con- 
sidering the new era and the available options, and must remem- 
ber that socio-economic policy is never made in a vacuum. 

At the outset no one could deny that 1989 was a bad year, and 
the economy was worse off than it is now. In 1989, the growth 
rate was 135%, the deficit in the cunent account of the balance 
of payments was 19% of the GDP, foreign debt was 190% of 
GDP. the debt service ratio was 45%, the inflation rate was 
25.6%. and the official unemployment rate was 25%. However, 
by 1997. and clearly because of economic reform and stabilisa- 
tion efforts, the economy had significantly improved. For exam- 
ple. the debt to GDP ratio as a result of a prudent debt-reduction 
policy and an expanding GDP had dropped by 52%. And in 
spite of the decline in the growth rates of 1996 and 1997 (0.8% 
and 1.7%, respectively), the economy remains better off than it 
was when the reform effort started. 

Further, before evaluating the economic effect of these pro- 
grammes on the economy, one should also ask if their imple- 
mentation process has been completed To those involved 
directly in these programmes the answer is clean These reform 
programmes have not been fully implemented. Several of the 
legislative changes are yet to be realised and a significant com- 
ponent of file reform process re main s subject to the inquisition 
and onslaught of the doubters — public heroes whose intrepid- 
ity is costing Jordan deariy. In fact the delay in the process may 
have helped make the reform policy contractionary instead of 
expansionary since the revenues from privatisation were not 


realised and the would-be enlargement of the investment base 
resulting from liberalisation has for all intents and purposes dis- 


Also. all the procedures and steps to be taken under these pro- 
grammes are aimed at improving tire supply side of the econo- 
my. thai is. the production component of the production process. 

However; the various aspects of these reforms, such as new busi- 
ness related laws, streamlined government procedures and 
lower tariffs all affect wages and the return on capital indirectly. 
Therefore, the positive consequences erf the reforms will only be 
felt in the medium cor long runs. In other words, even if the 
reforms had been completed (which is not the case) they would 
not have been able to positively impact the economy yet 

What caused the relapse of the economy? Fust, let us agree 
that to make, the reform programmes the source of present ail- 
ments (Le_ to cast the blame on someone) is not only lazy but 
also emphatically and dangerously wrong. The reforms aim at 
reducing bureaucracy, removing market distortions and creating 
a more ^tractive business enviraimenL Internally, the unhurried 
implementation of streamlining measures of government 
processes has been among the factors that prevented the speed- 
ing of the fruits of these~reforms. Another impediment is the 
stagnation of the privatisation of the Jordan 
Telecommunications Corporation (JTC), which is one cause for 
the present recession as it simply forestalled the injection ofhun- 
dreds of millions of dollars when they were needed the most 
Additionally, the slow progress in the modernisation erf - customs 
procedures ranks among those factors that increase the cost of 
doing business in Jordan. While Jordan has less bureaucratic 
obstacles than other countries in the region, the relatively small 
size of the mark et makes these obstacles overly burdensome to 
business, regardless of whether ongoing or in foe start-up stage. 

On the international front, the election of Netanyahu in the 
1996 and his election campaign promise, then, to repeal the 


Oslo accords was. and remains still, a reason for the da mpening 
of the economic activity in Jordan at large. The Iraqi 
the Jordanian quota, which was reduced by almost 50%, have 
fanout this traditionally Jordanian market to shrink couskks - - 
ably without a clear replacement in sight Also, die drop in the 
Asian currencies and their resultant devaluation against the dol- 
lar. to which the Jordanian dinar is pegged, has been a mixed 
curse: our exports of potash and phosphate decreased, thus 
decreasing potential revenues and GDP growth while imports 
from East Asia became significantly cheaper, whidi led to an 
increase in imports, particularly consumer goods, thus further 
expanding the balance of payments deficit. Falling oil prices 
-•vHpiH another dimension to Jordan s oil dependent economy as 
remittances from Jordanians declined with the promise to 
decline further if the slump in oil prices continues. 

The new reform programme, which most likely wffibe a con- 
tinuation of the old ones, will have a positive im pact o n the 
economy because it will mean, in addition to continuing the' 
reform, finishing the last programme and fulfillin g all th at had 
been promised. However, the government must forge ahead 
with the privatisation of the JTC as planned or chances will be. 
lost as world demand for telecommunications stocks is already 
less than the supply for this once highly prized commodity. It 
seems that all the reform acts must be acted upon or they will 
backfire and cause additional contractions in the economy. 
Additionally, Jordan and peace recently received a significant 
boost from His Majesty the King, whose valiant efforts in spite 
of illness, have brought forth concord where there was discord 
and despair: The economy, which had suffered the conse- 
quences of a no-peace, no-war regional climate, should respond 
positively to a revived peace. Jordanians, could do very well, not 
only for themselves but also for foe country and the economy by 
living up to the image of His Majesty, who is beyond doubt the 
world’s most respected and revered leaden 
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The mole they want 


us to forget 


By Michael Jansen 


THE LEWINSKY scandal may 
have another, so far unpubli- 
cised, dimension which could 
continue to influence U.S. 
Middle East policy for the dura- 
tion of the Clinton administra- 
tion and, perhaps, beyond- Israel, 
armed with tapes of phone sex 
between the president and 
Lewinsky, reportedly black- 
mailed President BiB Clinton 
into ordering the U.S. Federal 
Bureau of Investigation rFBL to 
halt 24-hour surveillance of 
high-ranking administration offi- 
cials in the search for an Israeli 
mole, code named “MEGA’' 
(Middle East International 550). 
Thus, MEGA could still be in 
place and even remain in play 
after Clinton leaves the White 
House in January 2001. 

The MEGA story which broke 
in The Washington Post on May 
7. 1997 revealed that the FBI 
was investigating these officials 
following satellite monitoring of 
a conversation between an Israeli 
intelligence officer in the U.S. 
embassy and his chief, Danny 
Yatom- at Mossad headquarters 
in Tel Aviv. This conversation 
took place on or about January 
15, d* day on which the Hebron 
accord was concluded between 
the Palestine Authority and 
Israel. Israeli Ambassador 
Eliahu Ben Elissar. wanted the 
agent to secure firm MEGA a 
copy of the secret letter from 
Secretary of Stare Warren 
Christopher to President Yasser 
Arafat spelling out U.S. commit- 
ments to the Palestinians. Yatom 
responded, “this is not some- 
thing we use MEGA for," both 
dismissing Ben Elissar s request 
and revealing the existence of the 
top level mole to sateDite-drop- 
pers of the U.S. National 
Security Agency. The FBI 
promptly mounted its surveil- 
lance operation but by the time 


the story was leaked to the Post, 
the hunt for MEGA bad been 
quietly dropped. 

An explanation of why this 
happened surfaced on 
September 13, is a little 
remarked passage in the Starr 
repeat (Part VI, paragraph E). 
According to Lewinsky, testify- 
ing under oath, a meeting was 
arranged between herself and the 
president in the study attached to 
the Oval Office on March 29, 
1997. Clinton was at the time on 
crutches due to a fall while visit- 
ing Florida. After intimacy, the 
Stan - report says the two had a 
“lengthy conversation" in which 
Clinton “told her that he suspect- 
ed thai a foreign embassy (he did 
not specify which one) was tap- 
ping his telephones [the paren- 
theses are in the Starr text]. 

This was an amazing revela- 
tion for the president of the U.S. 
to make to a young woman 
whom be knew to be talkative. 
And all the more amazing 
because he seemed to regard 
bugging “his" phones by a for- 
eign government as nothing out 
ofthecxdinaty.Ftaliapsitisrou- 
tine as far as one particular coun- 
try, Israel, is concerned. Foe, ever 
since its establishment Israel has 
exhibited a persistent pattern of 
spying on its closest ally, the U.S. 
Clearly, Clinton, as Israel’s best 
ever friend in die White House, 
was not very worried about the 
telephone lap because he did not 
think it would be used against 
him. How wrong, or naive, could 
he be? 

Because the White House net- 
wok is secure, he apparently 
expected his friends phones’ to 
be bugged. Knowing this, he 
recklessly carried on with 
Lewinsky and made her a reck- 
less proposition. Instead of 
putting an end to their dangerous 


cious exchanges he told her that 
“if ever questioned- she should 


say- they knew their calls were 
being monitored all along, and 
the phone sex was just a put on." 

According to a British analyst, 
the phone tap was initiated soon 
after the MEGA slip in January 
when the FBI began its 24-hour 
surveillance of bey administra- 
tion officials. Sources in Tel Aviv 
told the analyst that a specialist 
unit of Mossad was dispatched 
promptly to Washington where 
the team tapped tie Lewinsky 
phone in the Watergate complex 
made notorious 25 years ago by 
the bugging and burglary of 
Democratic Party campaign 
headquarters by President 
Richard Nixon’s agents. Full 
transcripts of more than 30 sexu- 
ally explicit calls between 
Clinton and Lewinsky were said 
to have been recorded by the 
Mossad bug. 

An authoritative source in 
Washington confirmed the gen- 
eral proposition that Israeli bug- 
ging and blackmail halted the 
FBI hunt for MEGA while the 
Starr report's detailed chronolo- 
gy of contacts between the pres- 
ident and Lewinsky confirms the 
figure of 30 plus tapes. This was 
a period in which die two had 
frequent phone conversations fait 
no intimate contact The rate 
would have been an average of 
two or three calls a week overthe 
14 weeks covered by the mid- 
January to late April period coin- 
ciding with the MEGA investi- 
gation. 

An insistent Lewinsky, who 
had been exiled to the Paitagon, 
rang Clinton repeatedly to press 
him to get her reappointed to the 
White House where they could 
meet. These contacts often 
resulted in phone sex. Once 
Mossad had a convincing collec- 
tion of tapes, its operatives 
reportedly warned FBI counter- 
intelligence, with whom Mossad 
has a dose working relationship, 
that if the hunt for MEGA was 


not called off Israd would teak 
extracts from the tapes to the 
press. The president's chief of 
staff was told, the information 
relayed to Clinton and the FBI 
was instructed to back off. At 
that moment, Clinton was highly 
vulnerable because of the Paula 
Jones sexual harassment suit 
which his lawyers were trying to 
postpone until the end of his 
tarn in office. On May 24 . as the 
Supreme Court considered 
Clinton's claim that he should be 
immune from dvfl lawsuits, the 
president terminated his affair 
with Lewinksy. Three days later 
the Supreme Court ruled that 
Clinton could stand trial in a civil 
suit while president. 

Another well informed 
Washington source- told MB that 
the FBI would not have dropped 
the MEGA investigation unless 
it was commanded to do so by 
the White House — and then 
only if a credible explanation for 
cancellation was proffered. FBI 
resentment over political inter- 
ference stemming from the pres- 
ident’s liaison with Lewinsky — 
which was common knowledge 
in Washington but notthe coun- 
try — could explain leaks to the 
Frist and other publications. 
Massive Zionist pressure cm the 
media would have made certain 
the MEGA story was killed as 
soon as it was launched, the 
source staled. 

This- source agreed that 
Netanyahu’s entourage may 
have risked deploying MEGA 
because most of Israel's friends 
in the administration support the 
Laboui/Peace Now camp in 
Israel and resent the Likud which 
they blame for destroying the 
peace process to which Clinton 
had committed the credibility of 
the U.S. as well as the prestige of 
his presidency. 


—Middle Em International 




A salute to His Majesty 


To the editor: 


YOUR EDITORIAL (Ocl 23) clearly spells out that there 
isn't a shadow of mystery or cover-up regarding the illness and 
treatment of His Majesty King Hussein, an openness not com- 
mon among leaders, past and present in this part of the world 

And no person with a rational mind will disagree with Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh th3t His Majesty's participation in 
the peace talks at the Wye Plantation is “a manifestation of 
Jordan’s key role to bring peace in this land” — land that has 
experienced immense loss of human life and dignity in the last 
half century. 

More than foal, arrival of His Majesty at the last stages of the 
hard negotiations shows beyond doubt his commitment and 
dedication to the ultimate goal of peace in this region, and a 
home for the people driven from tfwir own homeland. 

- Political -Inclinations and prejudices aside. King Hussein 
stands out as a fearless have personality who has been a rock 
in times of aggression, crisis and distress. Ready to make sac- 
rifices for the just cause of the Palestinians, he has risked his 
life and Kingdom many times for the people of this land. 

Even ata time when be bravely fights a serious disease, his 
eagerness and courage to contribute, “tremendously” in the 
words of President Clinton, to reach an agreement for peace in 
tins land is laudable to say the least 

No one can predict if faking peace will prevail in this land or 
not And no one can deny His Majesty a unique place amongst 
the leaders who have ruled Arab countries during this turbulent 
half century. 


De. Masud Ahmad Malik, 

Amman. 


Ps, Ps and more Ps 


To the editor. 


READING DR YUSUF Mansur's article (Jordan Times Oct 
19), I looked in vain among the 3Ps of the Minis ter of Tourism 
which be quoted (Product. People, Promotion), and Dr. 
Mansur’s 4Ps (Product, Price. Place. Promotion), for any refer- 
ence to the conservation of Jordan’s magnificent archaeological 
sites. 

Jordan's ancient sites are the prime attraction for tourism to 
the country, but to refer to them in advertising j argon as “prod- 
uct, ' is to make it appear that their only value is as a backdrop 
for tourism. Tourists are notoriously destructive, and if the sites 
are used simply as exotic scenery for their activities, there will 
soon be few that wifi be worth visiting. These sites and monu- 
ments are of inestimable value as part of the history and culture 
not just of Jordan, but of the region and of foe world: the 
Jordanian people — and the Jordanian government — should 
be the custodians of these treasures, not merely their promoters. 

On the opposite page to Dr. Mansur's article was another of 
Rami Khoun’s wonderful series about Jordan’s ancient her- 
itage. In it we read of the total lack of concern on the part of 
some authorities to prevent foe wholesale destruction or pilfer- 
ing of so many of Jordan’s archaeological treasures. What is 
going to be left to promote — except an increasingly crumbling 
Petra and Jerash — if the people who should be caring for this 
heritage spend so much tune and effort on advertising and pro- 
motion techniques? 

If Jordan is to have sustainable tourism into the 21st century, 
urgent attention needs to be paid to two further Ps — Protection 
and Preservatioa 


Jane Taylor, 
Amman. 


Peace and tourism 


To the editor. 


1 pleased to note a double-digit increase in tourism for 

a ^ °f Holy Land. I visited Jordan in 
January of tins year and was taken aback by the beauty of 
tehaito Petra, toe wonderful sound of the call to prayer 

pftahty of the Jordanian people. As a travel agent I constantly 
^Ktouragemv clients to visit 


jZrr* r 1 ™ ^ousea oy your King.be successful so 

^ ^ ** Middle East as a sin- 

gle entity and do not differentiate among countries, wifi, fed 
^ m journey to your land. As 
my family to Jordan for the Millennium! P 


_ LynnBriody, 

LynnBriody Thwd CoosultiDft 

US. 
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The excavation of el-Mudaybi’ Iron Age town 
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« r/ie second of m o articles on the 
farak Resource* Project, on the cxcava - 
tions at the major Iron .A»e ftm „ 0 / rf . 

Studaybi' and the study of ancient voter 
storage systems. The first article last 
week reviewed the results of the overall 
regional surveys in several differe 
tors.) 


?nt iec- 


• - n 

•• .= •*%.' 

5?S 

- ■%. ' 

...- . 

' *>i. 
/ - ' 

■.rr'pjt 

. - 1<t 
- 

- - 


; v 1 . ' 



- ^ 


His 


LN J997. the Karak Re>uurte> Project 
(KAP) opened a small-scale, pmhle.n- 
solvinc excavation ai liie impressive 
site ol el-Mudayhi’. strategically 
located in a gap of the western dm 
Fajj d-Usuyk.r, a wide, shallow, 
north-south valley between die Desen 
Highway to the east and r he Kin«\ 
Highway to the west land actually 
forming pan of the Dead Sea ceoluei- 
cal fault system i. Leading ffuin the 
vicinity of Karak towards modem 
Saudi Arabia, this was an imponant 
communication and trad ini* route in 
antiquity. The ancient fortifications of 
Mudaybi' were first built in the Iron 
Age; hut die site's history of use is 
much more e.xtensi\e, spanning the 
millennia from the Early Bronze 
through the Late Islamic periods. Four 
fragmentary and complete ‘proto* 
Aeolic’ capitals were found on the sur- 
face of the site a few years aco. "suu- 
gesting that Mudaybi'' had a special 
significance in the iron Age II period, 
and such monumental architecture 
makes the question of the site's func- 
tion even more intriguing," according 
to KRP director Dr. Jeny Mattingly of 
Johnson Bible College *in Knoxville, 
Tennessee (USA i. 

The walled site measures some S3 x 
89 metres, and is likely to have served 
as “an administrative centre for the 
tiny Moabite kingdom, for its strategic 
situation could have served both mili- 
tary and commercial interests," Dr 
Mattingly said in a recent interview in 
Amman. The KRP team was also 
interested in its location on the "desert 
fringe” of the plateau, making it a fine 
case study in the continuity and 
change in resource utiJi>aiion. The site 
has major tourism potential, given its 
historical importance, fine state of 
preservation, and easy accessibility 
1 15 minutes east of the King’s High- 
way), and it is also threatened with 
large-scale destruction by the active 
local stone-robbers who will no doubt 
soon start to haul away its many cut 
stones, as they have done at other 


ancient town Mies i.» |)ic 
Karak plateau The exe.i\a- 
JioiJs injyy? ran Imm inside 
the site’s northern, Iron Age 
'•..ill into a later "actupnhs," 

•md from jum outside the 
eastern. Iron Age e.ite iuiu 
the site s elevated interior. 

Bedrock was not reached in 
any area, .tnd e was .tied lev- 
els I rum 1W7 date Until the 
Iron 1! and the Ute Bwan- 
u tie through Late Islamic 

periods. Much sione tumble 

is almost certainly die result 
ot seismic activity, the exca- 
vators concluded. 

The Iron Age U remains arc 
dominaieJ l>\ a monumental 
ciiy gale with at Il\im four 
large, eiaht irately cursed 
"proto- Aeolic" capitals and 
as many lintels. This seems 
to haw been a four-chumbcr 
sate measuring around 15 
metres square Debris 
removed from the gate’s 
chambers and passageway 
inclujed remnants of charred 
beaiiLs and reed impressions 
from the collapsed roof. The 
closest parallel to this gate at 
Mudaybi', Dr. Nluuindv 
said, is Die ‘till C’enturv BC 
Iron Age city gate of Beer- 
sheba 111 iBeer c.s-Sabe", in 
soul hem IsraciyPjlcsline l, 

though ihe oldest [Killers 
excavated to date 1'roin the 
Mudaybi' gate is from the 
l_ate Iron 11 Persian period 
(6ih-iih Centuries BCi. 

More excavations jre required to 
reach the toundations and ground sur- 
tace ol ihe original gale, in order to 
determine the dare of its construction 
and use. 

Noteworthy capitals 

The proto- Aeolic capitals ol Mudny- 
bi's gate are particularly important div 
cm cries, for only about 40 such capi- 
tals are known from the entire Middle 
East, and these are among ihe largest 
and best preserved examples. They are 
also important because they were 
found in Lheir original archaeological 
context.. Also called "volute." "pal- 
mette." or "pruto- Ionic" capitals, they 
are characterised by spiral volutes on 
each end. flanking a central triangle. 




auning. to place this ancient 
walled town w ithin its 

broader historical, cultural, 
and cm iromnemal contexts. 
They looked at the plateau’s 
geology and soils, geornof- 
phoingy, botany, environ- 
mental conservation, and the 
changing bedouin and vil- 
lage cultures of today. Stud- 
ies of the “immediate neigh- 
bourhood” of each site, 
within a one-kilometre 
radius, allow the team to 
identify ancient features 
such as cisterns, dams, quar- 
ries, and water channels, and 
modem building activities. 
AH off- site investigations 
have concentrated on 
resource exploitation. Dr. 
Maningly explained, and the 
ethnographic studies are 
designed "to illuminate pat- 
terns of continuity and 
change in the region." 

Water studies 



Two Important ancient stone-carved Moabite stelae from the Karak Plateau, 
both reflecting strong Egyptian influences. At left, excavated at the site of 
Balua 1 , the Balua' stele’s central figure is commonly assumed to be a Moabite 
king of the people called the ’Shasu’ in Egyptian texts of the 1 2th Century 
BC, flanked by what may be depictions of two Egyptian gods. At right is the 
‘Shihan Warrior* stele excavated at Rujm el-'Abd, at the foot of Jaba! Shihan. 
This 13th-12th Century BC stone carving represents a warrior god holding a 
spear, and wearing an Egyptian-styie loincloth (drawings courtesy of G. Mat- 
tingly) 


which itscll is Hanked by two smaller 
features ol concentric ciiclcs that look 
like eyes, and thus are called 'oculi'. 
The distinctive Mudaybi* capitals use 
double lines to form the central man- 
gles. Tile Mudaybi' capitals all seein 
tfi haw been sculpted by Die same 
stonemason, using a single plan. The 
si/e of the capitals — nearly two 
metres long, a metre high, and hall-a- 
melre thick — indicates widiout doubt 
that they were used in monumental 
architecture ai ancient administrative 
centres tin Palestine j, and are usually 
found associated with gale complexes. 
It is assumed, but not yet confirmed, 
that the same situation pertains at 
Mudaybi \ The hase of a new capital 
excavated at Mudaybi’ measures 1.65 
metres long — precisely the width of 


the pier Vk all of the gate — :uiJ it was 
found v. here it had fallen off Die end of 
Die gate pier. This is the first time that 
such capitals base been found in their 
original architectural and archaeologi- 
cal context, which coni inns the use ol 
the capitals on the pier walls of the 
gate. Tire excavation also repealed sev- 
eral lintels which seem to have 
sp;umed an opening between two pier 
walls wiihm the gale complex. The 
hypothetical reconstruction of the gate 
would have had the capitals sitting on 
top of tile pier walls, and the lintels 
resting on top of the capitals, parallel 
to the capitals and the gate passage- 
way. Dr Mattingly said. 

The 30-membcr team in 1997 
included six specialists who 
researched the area around Mudaybi', 


One potentially particularly 
important aspect of the pro- 
ject is the study of "Die vari- 
ety of methods that people on 
the Karak Plateau have his- 
torically retrieved and stored 
water."' Dr. Mattingly said. 
The team is documenting the 
many water systems that 
were or are still being used in 
the area, including cisterns, 
wells, reservoirs and water 
drainage and retention sys- 
tems. A particularly novel system doc- 
umented at Nakhl comprised a series 
of stone dams with associated cisterns 
built in the wadi, and designed to 
retain the surface runoff water in win- 
ter. Other effective water retention sys- 
tems they documented were based on 
long water channels that drained 
runoff water into cisterns, and cisterns 
that were strategically located relative- 
ly high on a slope, and thus designed 
primarily to capture rainwater for use 
later in the lower ground nearby. 

An initial paper on the cisterns of 
the Karak Plateau, by team member 
James H. Pace from Elon College in 
Nonh Carolina, recorded 63 well pre- 
served water storage facilities or cis- 
terns at the 17 sites examined in 1995. 
They documented a range of facilities. 


including: the facility known in Arabic 
as a qi’ t 'ditch '1. in which an open 
excavation or unroofed cave was 
adapted for water storage ure. in some 
cases with steps leading down !-j the 
water; the bi’r t ‘well'), a pear- or Nu- 
de-shaped cistern dug into ihe r*vk 
and capped by wellheads i>r eolLuv 
often with adjacent watering troughs 
for animals., and usually plitMered on 
the inside; and. the khoz/un r reser- 
voir* ) or birka (‘pool’ 1. often built anil 
used collectively by the community 
and usually based on the principle or 
built dams in low* areas that allowed 
runoff water to be channelled into the 
storage facility. The research to dj;e 
suggests that water was not scarce on 
the Karak Plateau, and that ancient 
inhabitants of the area knew where to 
find water and usually locaicd ihrii 
settlements there. "Water storage facil- 
ities are located in korstic limestone 
formations, and this is precisely where 
the population sealed." Mr. Pace notes 
in his study. 

Crucial hvai support The KRP ha* 
been funded to date from sponsoring 
universities, individuals, churches, pri- 
vate businesses, and some local spon- 
sors and contributors in Jordan. It 
relies heavily on donations from pri- 
vate sources in Jordan and the United 
States, and gratefully accepts in-kind 
contributions to the work that t.ikes 
place in Jordan every other year. In 
appreciation of the support tlut they 
have received from many Jordanian 
individuals and institutions, the KRP 
project directors have recently estab- 
lished a non-profit Karak Foundation 
in the United States, which aims to 
explore means of assisting the human 
development of the Karak region, as 
well as studying its ancient history and 
culture. The next field season i> 
planned for summer 1999. 
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Kamal Boullatta at the Darat AI Funun: 

Windows on Granada and Jerusalem 
poetry, painting and architecture fuse 


where 




/ Cut-out facsimile of 
;y Alhambra's archi' 
VV feature on the foWs 
of the poetry book, 
“Twelve Lanterns" 
r ;by Adonis, designed 
j;;by Boulatta 


By Sally Bland 

THE WORKS of Kamal Boullatta current- 
ly exhibited at Darat AI Funun. in Jubal 
Weibdeh. span the experience of three 
comments. They also reveal the intersec- 
tion between Christian and Muslim aes- 
thetic traditions, and between diltercnt art 
forms, particularly painting, poetry and 
architecture. A quick glance is enough to 
be impressed by the beaulitul colours, 
geometric shapes and interplay ol space 
and fight which are the hallmarks of the 
exhibition. A keener eye may penetrate 
Bou II aria's recurrent squares and rectan- 
gles to discover the imprint of enforced 
exile experienced by this Jerusalem-born, 
Palestinian- American artist, who now 
resides in France. 

On display in the Middle Hall at Darat 
AI Funun is the Granada portfolio, a mul- 
timedia collaboration undertaken by Boul- 
latta and the poet Adonis upon visiting 
Granada and Alhambra palace, built by the 
Arabs in 14th century- Spain. On site, Ado- 
nis wrote a 12-part poem entitled "Twelve 
Lanterns for Granada," while Boullatta 
later recorded his response to Alhambra in 
a series of 12 handpuimed silk-screens. 
Together, they celebrate the fusion of Arab 
and European civilisation in the Andulsia 
of old. with a contemporary mix of poetry 
and visual art. 

The centrepiece of the Granada exhibit is 
an exquisite handmade book in which 
Adonis’s poem is printed on pages which 
fold out like an accordion, arranged in a 
way to emulate the grouping of Alham- 
bra's windows and archways. Between 
each three pages ot the poem, Boullaita 
crafted a folded page, culling into the fold 
irself to make ihree-dimensional pop-ups 
which suegest the embedded niches ol 
Alhambra" A further dimension is added as 
jjchi filters through the cut-outs. 
shadows of the design on one side ol the 
book. The effect is similar to aliernoon sun 
srreumi ne through the high, vaulted win- 
dows of a European cathedra/ — un unex- 
oected twist, since Alhambra is considered 
a prototype of Islamic architecture. 

According to Boulltmu. "the accordion 
format of ‘the book was selected in an 
„ * nI tn c ive bodv to Adonis s words in 
a withal Vould evoke the kind of inter- 
play between poetry and architecture man- 
8S in Alhambra.’' where the walls are 
embellished with tiles bearing inscriptions 
from the Quran and Arabic poems. The 
reader * invited “to meander round a 


paper ‘.true lure and sec... how the poet’s 
voice assumes an architectural form.” 
Each angle gives a new perspective and 
depth, lending paper and text the quality of 
architecture — capturing and releasing 
light and space. To explain how Die design 
evolved, Boullatta quotes an historian 
Oleg Grabar's comparison of Alhanihra to 
"a Chinese box in which squares and rec- 
tangles create squares within squares and 
the" unit as a whole is completed with a 
small projecting square, which... closes 
the unit off not with a wall but with a view 
to the ouLsidc world." For his part, Boul- 
latta set out to offer ihe poem "a view to 
the outside world," accentuating its cross- 
cultural message; 

Here ore Granada *v footsteps 
A singular ink writing the song of the 
universe 

— Ailunis, "Twelve Lanier iiv for Gr.maJu. 

sfnn?a XII 

(The pm'tn is available in m in cJirirniy Span- 
ish-Arahie anil hrench-l m jit;li\h. I 

The graphic counterpart to the poem is 
Bou Malta's set of 12 square silk -screen 
prints. Six are predominantly in cool 
colours — shades of blue, green and pur- 
ple, while the other six literally scream 
with the brightness of orange, shocking 
pink and yellow. To describe these prints 
one might resort to a language of flatness 
for they resemble rectangular columns 
diagonally sliced by stripes, or strips of 
interwoven coloured paper. Yet the visual 
effect is so full of light and motion as to 
suggest a more complex origin. Again the 
source of inspiration is Alhambra. Boullat- 
<a says he chose a field of colour that "mir- 
rors the role played by the mosaic ceramic 
tiles which contrast the engraved texture 
of the Arabic verses on Alhambra's walls. 
The underlying structure governing each 
print is based on a geometric principle ot 
symmetrical and repetitive relations Lhat 
generated many of the patterns found in 
Alhambra's tiles." 

Homage to Jerusalem 

While the Granada portfolio will travel 
to Ramallah, the other pan of Boullatta's 
exhibition, a Homage to Jerusalem entitled 
"Surrat al-Ard," was commissioned by the 
Shoman Foundation and will be housed in 
Amman. Like the Granada portfolio, it 
draws on the motifs of architecture and 


ancient civilisation filtered through the 
lens of contemporary experience. 

Growing up in Jerusalem. Boullatta's 
visual world was peopled by Byzantine 
icons at home, and the churches and 
mosques outside in the Old City. He 
remembers being most impressed by the 
Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre, the Dome 
of the Rock and the Ascension Church. 
The artist credits his fascination with geo- 
metric patterns and symmetry to these 
early ’ memories of images rooted in the 
East. This fascination persisted throughout 
his an study in Rome and the 25 years he 
spent in the U.S., where he singled out 
geometrical elements in modem abstract 
an and even qui/ting patterns, and adapted 
them in his earlier calligraphy-based 
works. 

Then, in the early 1990s, Boullaua went 
to Morocco and Spain to do research in 
Islamic art. "After years of working on the 
exploration ot - the square, the eight-point- 
ed star generated by two squares intersect- 
ing at 45 degrees intrigued me. The octag- 
onal star not only seemed to be at the cen- 
tre of every arabesque l examined, but its 
configuration... formed the master grid of 
endless patterns. " It was also the blueprint 
for the Uiree Jerusalem sanctuaries men- 
tioned earlier, and lor the central structure 
of Alhambra. 

"Surrat al-Ard" means "the navel of the 
earth." and is the medieval term used to 
refer to the Rock of the Noble Sanctuary in 
Jerusalem, signifying its centrality. It 
serves as the tide for Boullatta’s series of 
12 acrylic paintings which are the distilla- 
tion of his study of the octagonal star. All 
the paintings are composed of overlapping 
and intersecting squares that break into 
smaller components and regroup again 
into rectangles. Boullatta seems to be 
playing or experimenting with the two 
squares that make up the octagonal star — 
turning, twisting, layering and superim- 
posing them to attain a variety of effects. 
The ornamental detail (zahrafi) of eastern 
arr has been stripped away to the pure 
abstraction of geometry and symmetry. 
But is it as simple as that? Or are the sym- 
metry and abstraction illusions? 

Some of the paintings seem to be moving 
inwards towards the centre, entering one 
interconnected chamber after another. In 
others, a square or rectangle looms up as if 
to block the path. These contradictory 
motions of entry' and exclusion correspond 
ro the theme of the film, "Stranger at 
Home,” which can be viewed on a video- 


screen at the exhibition. Here a Dutch 
filmmaker shows Boullatta in the 80s. 
returning to the Jerusalem of his memories 
after many years in exile, but excluded 
from permanent residence there by Israeli 
policy. "It was strange to be a tourist stay- 
ing in a hotel, but at home," he says of the 
experience. 

The disjunction between the impossibili- 
ty of permanent return for a native 
Jerusalemite, while any Jewish person 
may live there according to the Israeli Law 
of Return, is mirrored" in the paintings’ 
lack of symmetry’. "My works give the 
illusion of symmetry." says Boullatta, "but 
they are not actually symmetrical. This 
reflects my life as an American and a 
Palestinian. This is my search for the sym- 
metry which is not there." 

All but one of the "Surrat al-Ard" paint- 
ings are in pastel or medium-tone colours. 
Only "Anastas is." named after a chapel of 
the Holy Sepulchre, is executed in deep, 
brilliant' shades of blue, red and green. 
Boullatta declines to say why he used 
completely different shades of colour for 
this one painting, because his is a viewer- 
oriented an. "I am for painting that invites 
contemplation. Throughout history, art has 
drawn humans to a higher state of con- 
sciousness. In the modern world we are 
bombarded by visual stuff. I noticed this 
coming to Amman — everything from 
advertisements to movie posters. 1 don’t 
.see how we can absorb all this. If these 
paintings help a person in Amman go out 
and see a flower, 1 would have gotten niv 
message across — to retrain the eye ” 

"Surrat al-Ard" finds a perfect comple- 
ment in the adjacent exhibition by Said 
Nuseibeh entitled ’The Farthest Mosque." 
In richly coloured photographs. Nuseibeh 
presents both the architectural structure 
and ornamental detail of the Dome of Die 
Rock and other holy sites of Jerusalem 
which inspired Boullatta’s works. Com- 
paring the photo with the painting is espe- 
cially’’ interesting, since Nuseibeh’s lens 
has skilfully captured the natural light 
falling on these shrines which Boullatta 
created with a paintbrush. 

Words are far too linear to reflect the 
experience of seeing this exhibition. 
Words lack the depth and the interplay of 
shadow and light, which are at the heart of 
why Kamal Boullatta’s works are not just 
geometry and far from being as abstract as 
they sound in description. In short, exhibi- 
tions are made to be seen, not only written 
and read about. 
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Cut-out facsimile of 
Alhambra’s archi- 
tecture on the folds 
of the poetry book, 
“Twelve Lanterns” 
by Adonis, designed 
by Boulatta 
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Deal with Lafarge sparks harsh criticism 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazalefa 

AMMAN — An agreement 
to sell off 33 per cent of the 
blue-chip Jordan Cement 
Factories Company (JCFC) 
to a French firm has 
sparked harsh criticism 
among many parliamentari- 
ans and JCFC employees 
who oppose the privatisa- 
tion of major state assets. 

The government, which 
owns 49.3 per cent of the 
country's sole cement pro- 
ducer, and French cement 
giant Lafarge on Friday 
concluded a JD72 million 
deal to sell 20 milli on of its 
shares to the French firm at 
JD3.6 a share, a premium of 
100 per cent of the share’s 
closing price of JD1.8, offi- 
cials said. 

Final approval of the deal, 
the largest equity transac- 
tion in Jordan’s history, is 
pending the likely ratifica- 
tion of the Cabinet 

“Most deputies are 
against selling off any 
shares of the cement firm,” 


Deputy Abdul Karim 
Dughmi said. 

He said the government 
is “breaking the promise” it 
made to lawmakers earlier 
this year after a debate on 
the merits of privatising 
state-owned enterprises. 

More than 50 deputies in 
the SO-seat House have 
signed a petition asking the 
government to halt the sell- 
ing of its shares in major 
firms to foreign partners. 

However, head of the 
House Finance and Eco- 
nomic Committee All Abul 
Ragheb told the Jordan 
Times that he believed the 
deal does not contradict die 
committee’s recommenda- 
tions opposing a sale to a 
strategic partner. The 
French company had not 
Insisted on management 
control of the firm, render- 
ing it a mere shareholder 
and not a strategic partner. 

This key element, should 
help the government fend 
off criticism that it is selling 
its share in this major min- 


ing industry to a strategic 
partner. 

The firm’s chairman of 
the board, Hamdi Tabbaa, 
who has been a strong 
opponent of strategic part- 
nership, was a member of 
the government's negotiat- 
ing team with Lafarge. He 
described the sale as “a 
good deal” for the firm 
because it will bring in new 
expertise and marketing 
skills to the company with- 
out giving Lafarge “an 
upper hand in the manage- 
ment structure or any veto 
power.” 

According to deputy 
Nazih Ammarin, the JCFC 
is one of the leading and 
economically successful 
companies in Jordan. 

“There is no need and no 
national interest to allow a 
foreign investor to own 
shares in this firm,” he 
stressed. 

. The company, which 
recorded JD1 1.9 million net 
profit in 1997 and which 
enjoys a monopoly until 


2001, has been facing a dif- 
ficult time as demand has 
slumped from Asian coun- 
tries and the uncertainty 
clouding the future of the 
Middle East peace process 
has hindered efforts to pen- 
etrate the lucrative Palestin- 
ian market. 

The Construction Work- 
ers' Union, concerned with 
the plight of 520 temporary 
coworkers who could be 
affected by the new agree- 
ment, plans to hold a one- 
hour sit-in on Wednesday to 
protest the sale and demand 
that the rights of employees 
be guaranteed. 

According to Tssa Qad- 
dah. a cement factory 
employee, many are wor- 
ried that more than 500 of 
the company’s 3,000 work- 
ers could be added to the 
long list of unemployed 
Jordanians after the deal 
goes through. 

“The main priority of a 
new foreign investor will 
not be securing the best 
interest of the Jordanian 


worker but rather obtaining 
its own financial gain.” 
Qaddah, who is also a 
member of the union, told 
the Jordan Times Sunday. 

Realising that the workers 
may not be able to stop the 
government’s plan to priva- 
tise the JCFC, Qaddah said 
the union is seeking guar- 
antees that the new investor 
not be allowed to hire and 
dismiss employees, and that 
the management remains 
Jordanian. 

Many Jordanians opposed 
to privatisation fear that 
national assets could be 
relinquished to foreigners 
and die* country’s business 
elite could be the only ones 
to gain. 

Others harbour fears a 
strategic investor would be 
a gateway for an Israeli 
economic stronghold, a rea- 
son why many m ains tream 
Jordanians who remain 
hostile to Israel despite the 
now four-year-old peace 
treaty, oppose privatisation. 


IMF official says Egypt performing well 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s 
economy is weathering 
storms in global emerging 
markets and a weaker dollar 
should help its trade bal- 
ance, a senior IMF official 
said Sunday. 

Graham Hacche, chief of 
the International Monetary 
Fund's (IMF’s) World Eco- 
nomic Studies Division, told 
Reuters in an interview that 
Egypt had been hit less than 
many countries by the 
knock-on effects of the 


financial turmoil in Asia. 

He said Egypt had escaped 
contagion from Asia or Rus- 
sia partly because its direct 
trade links were mostly with 
the United States and 
Europe, where growth has 
stayed healthy. 

Its financial markets were 
not as deep or as well-devel- 
oped as in other countries, 
so less vulnerable to finan- 
cial shocks. 

“While much of the world 
has been suffering from the 


Asian crisis through direct 
links with the Asian coun- 
tries, the situation in Egypt 
has been rather different.” 
Hacche said. 

“Egypt has suffered partly 
from tire shock to tourism 
caused by the (Luxor) ter- 
rorist incident last year, 
which has bad an unfortu- 
nate effect on tourism earn- 
ings,” he said. 

“The other major develop- 
ment has been the weakness 
of oil prices in the last cou- 
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pie of years that has affected 
not only Egypt's oil export 
earnings, but also workers' 
remittances from neighbour- 
ing countries that are also 
dependent on oil ."he added. 

Hacche. speaking on the 
sidelines of a seminar 
arranged by the Egyptian 
Centre for Economic Stud- 
ies, said the IMF expected 
Egypt's economy to grow 
five per cent in calendar 
1998, the same as in 1997, 
and the annual inflation rate 
to fall to 3.3 per cent from 
6.2 per cent. 

“Growth of five per cent, 
inflation of three per cent, 
that's a pretty good econom- 
ic performance.” he said. 

Hacche said Egypt’s cur- 
rent account would move 
into deficit this year, but not 
widen to a particularly dis- 
turbing level. 


The IMF projects that 
Egypt will record a current 
account deficit equivalent to 
2.4 per cent of gross domes- 
tic producr (GDP) in calen- 
dar 1998, compared to a 02 
per cent surplus in 1997. 

“The widening of the 
deficit provides additional 
impetus and incentive for 
the Egyptian government to 
maintain progress with 
structural reforms and make 
further headway with fiscal 
consolidation in reducing its 
budget deficit and 
economising on its public 
expenditures,” Hacche said. 

Egypt launched IMF- 
backed reforms in the early 
1990s with impressive 
macroeconomic results, 
achieving a budget deficit of 
less than one per cent of 
GDP in fiscal 1997/8 UuJy- 
June). 
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FOR RENT IN AL RABIA 

Complete floor (roof) — 4 bedrooms--, 
luxury furnished with beautiful view. 

Complete 5th floor — 4 bedrooms - 
furnished or unfurnished. 

2-bedroom apt (ground floor) - furnished. 
Furnished studio 

Please call 5510107-Mobile 079-536034 



Refined & To The Point Styles 


DAT ANI 

J eweJlers. 

At Arm a Fotum Holol Shopping Center 
Phone S5271 18 Fax 55271 19 


Jordan Times, Monday, October 26, 1998 


R 1 — — • r*v - -Bk' 

LU i hN 5 8 t 

'i The Business of Information^ 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Cuna 


US Dollar 
DE Marie 
GB Starling 
CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
ITUra 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


Currency 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
• Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 



0.3202 72.46 

0.1077 24.3700 


Prices as at 


CAD ITL 


5463 162230 
989.21 
2739.2 5 
1210.67 
13.73 

1.31 - 1037.76 

1375.71 0.9629 
63.85 0.8365 877.63 

21x46 0.2815 33.64 


25/10/98 17:06 


NLG 


5x4925 
273 83502 
203 9.2741 

4.0989 
4.6488 
3.5160 
3.3846 
25713 


Middle Eastern Currencies 




SAR 

WTTTy 

OAT 

3.7504 

0.3770 

3.6405 

6-2897 

0.5317 | 

5.1347 

- i 

0.1005 

0.97 

9.9488 

- 

9.66 

1.0302 

1.0302 

- 

12.4515 

1.2516 

12.09 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9912 

2x4986 

0.2511 

2.4254 

1.0947 

0.1100 

1.0626 



0.00 


14.02 

13.96 

04)0 

0.00 

12x48 

12x45 

138.00 

138.00 



Curran 


SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


AED | LBP 


3.6727 1501.00 
5.1801 I 2117.07 
40022 
3981.75 
412.31 
12.19 4983.40 

408.69 

2.4468 

1.0720 438.12 


Mid-East Currencies 


USD DEM GBP CHF JPY 


0.4373 0.15791 0.3S73. 31.503 
0x44653 0.16125 0.36486 32.1699 
5.44366 1.96618 44484 39Z311 
4.34972 1.57109 3.55492 313381 
3.3667 1.2158 2.7504 242.487 




Metal Prices 


Metal 

Gold (oz's) 
Silver (oz’s) 
Platinum (oz's) 
AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months) 
I Nl 13 Months) 


Bourse 


NewYoric 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Bid Offer 
292.9 2334 
4.86 4.89 
337 340 
1322 1327 
1614 1618 
957 962 
505 510 
4040 4060 


Cunren 

Period 

C'ncy 

USD 

GBP 

JPY 

DEM 

FRF 

CHF 

m_ 


cy Pep 
j -1 - 

Month 

5.2197 

7.3922 

02367 

3.5000 

3.5000 

1.1747 

4.6440 


-3- 

-6- 

-1- 

Months 

Months 

Year 

5.2092 

4.9694 

4.7500 

7.1328 

6.8763 

65653 

0.3989 

0.4406 

0x4678 

3.5625 

3.5303 

3.4975 

1.3497 

1.3994 

1.4813 

3.5781 

3.5313 

3.5078 

4.3490 

3.9070 

- 


Main Equity Indices 


Index 


DOW JONES 
S&P 500 
FT-SE100 
NIKKJE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


Value 

In Jffil mdiET" EiiMil 

Low 

8452.29 

-80.85 

-0.95 

8531.34 

8426.81 

1070.67 

-7.81 

-0.72 

1078.48 

1067.43 

5217.1 

-12JI 

-0.24 

5238.3 

5159.9 

14144.7 

-150.86 

-1.06 

14523.5 

14042.6 

3393.76 

-27.16 

-0.79 

3415.56 

3358.34 

4451.09 

-3.19 

-0.07 

4491.05 

4427.37 




Commod 


Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa (5/ton) 
Sugar (5/ton) 
Wheat (S/ton) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
Rice (S/ton) 



* JOD Cross Rates 


Currenc 


US Dollar 
GB Startling 
OE Marie 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
ITUra 


0.708 
1.1946 
04313 
0.5285 
0.1288 0.1294 

0.5995 0.6025 

0.3826 0.3844 

0x4359 0.4381 




Air Canada highlights services 


AIR CANADA-Jordan held 
a reception/dinner at Le 
Meridien Hotel in Amman 
this week. The function was 
attended by Mike Molloy, 
Canadian ambassador to 
Jordan, Jaser Zayyad, direc- 
tor general of Civil Aviation 
Authority, Robert Boulert 
general passenger sales 
manager-developing mar- 


kets, Mohammad Hijazi, 
general manager of Nahas 
Travel & Tourism and gen- 
eral sales agents for Air 
Canada, and some senior 
Royal Jordanian staff and 
many active travel agents. 

Boulert highlighted Air 

Canada as being one of 
the top 20 carriers in the 
world carrying over 14 mil- 


lion passengers a year. He 
said it was the first carrier to 
offer an intercontinental 
business class and that it is 
one of the founder members 
of Star Alliance. He con- 
cluded by noting that Air 
Canada is also the first car- 
rier in the world to offer a 
totally smoke-free environ- 
ment. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


TMSPu22l0seaal.com 


1 Highlander 
5 Very dry, as 
champagne 
9 Sacked out 

14 Saudi, e.g. 

15 Millennia 

16 Native 
American 
emblem 

17 Second Greek 
letter 

IB Kelp, e.g. 

19 Stir into activity 

20 River to the 
Baltic 

21 Gridiron 
offense 

23 Lymphoid mass 
in the mouth 

25 Brit, 
decorations 

26 Toil of the bell 
28 Shoe style 
33 Characteristic 
36 Rochester's 

love 

38 Bundled 
package 

39 Wilder play 
41 Ubiquitous 

43 Town in N. 
France 

44 Aroma 

46 Licorice flavor 

47 Precipitation 
event 

43 __ and effect 
51 Coll, senior's 
exam 
53 Stop 
57 Vintage car 

62 Christmas 
decoration 

63 Century plant 

64 Bassoon's 
cousin 

65 Novelist 
Connell 

66 Bar for lifting 

67 Back end 
63 Feels ill 

69 Minuscule 

70 Sea eagles 

71 Leg punch? 

DOWN 

1 Wooden shoe 

2 I believe, in 
Latin 



By Xan Lattimgre 
Rosemarrt, PA 

3 Like Cheerios 

4 Aspen ride 

5 Lennon or 
McCartney 

6 The Deputy*- 
playwright 
Hochhuth 

7 impious 

8 Russian rulers 

9 Paste gem 

10 Take spoils ' 

11 Needle case 

12 Chilean money 

13 Fed. agents 
22 Highway inn 
24 Division 

word 

27 Allow to use 

29 Prime cut 

30 Sitartet 
Shankar 

31 Pub 
preferences 

32 Mere's male 

33 Flip 

34 Judges' 
follower 

35 Singer Guthrie 

37 avis 

40 Supremely bad 


anna 00000 0000 
□ana bbodp 0000 
000000000000000 
□00000 00O000 00 
■ 0QEI0 00O ■ 
000 □□□□ 0D0B00 
□□□0 □□□□ B0H00 
0000Q0D0DQ0QD00 
0D0H0 0000 □□□□ 

000000 unmm bob 

H 000 0000 H 
0D0000D0 DD0000 
000000000000000 
□000 □BDQ0 0D00 
000O 00000 0000 


(QI998 TOum Midi Smea. M. 
MigBiuwd 


42 Emit a beam of 
light 

45 Supreme Court 
opening month 
48 Sleuth Queen 
50 Cow organs 
52 Era 

54 Monte of the 
1950's Giants 


55 Bobby of the 
Chicago Seven 

56 High-strung 

57 Beer ingredient 

58 Curved molding 

59 Kline movie 

60 Uniform 

61 Horse of a 
different color 



Tm writing my autobiography. It 
might give me the incentive i need 
to make my life more interesting.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
t by Henri Arnold and MHca Arglrfan 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


NEEMY 




Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer. 36 sug- 
gested by the above cartoon- 


Answer; 


■ (Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's Jumbles; MURKY RUTTY UNHOLY EXCISE 
Answer What the barber gave his customer — 7 

A SHORT CUT 
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Beat 


preview of news from the Arabic Press 


Gaza port becomes a contentious 
subject on how it would affect Aqaba 


” COMMENTING ON the Wve R iv „ 
Memorandum signed by the P-ishniun 
and Israeli leaders Friday, a pruminem 
industrialist said the openinc of a Ga/a 
port would have positive and mr-aiivc 

ST-S.° h nS Y AcCOrdin ^ lo AbdurSoor 

Wnhrulvh rh.' _»■ . 11 


coordination in this reg;ird. 

MomJouh Abu H assail, a businessman, 
uiii not agree that the activity at Aqaba 
will be uifcctcd when the Ga/u ptirt is 
opened. He justified his view by saying 


competition from the Guza port "this 
would greatly affect the commercial activ- 
icy, he said. 

The positive dimension would be the 
smooth now of goods directly from and to 


those traders will shill their dealings with 
the port i»l Gaza due to lesser costs and 
shorter time. That will have a positive 
cltect on the activity and economy of the 
Palestinians. 

According to Abu Hassan, the transport 


Gaza in one load and without anv h-.r*-; : u r umg to Ahu Hassan. the transport 

that Israel may impose or add ESfefig wilt^r *“ W* U ” d 

Habaibeh indicated. He said the charges i r , ^ d 45’ a . 5 w ‘ ,lnt ,:icV un * h,n_ 

could be at the same let el of costs Y* n,^' ^Pressed opu- 

tronsport between Amman Baghdad £!.» l* ^ - RtVct a ! xtad es P ec,ulI > 
Damascus and Ankara 11 •’•bowed inrcmaijonal interest in 

U ^^r_:_ _ a An . kar . a - Such a Process revivine the „r ifc- 


would encourage the impon/export activ- 
ity between Gaza and Europe," Habaibeh 
said. 

He stressed that the construction of the 
Palestinian pon will encourage most ves- 
sels to bypass the Suez Canal, especially 
those coming from the Black Sea and 
Russia, to minimise the cost of transport 
and shorten the time. In addition, the Gaza 
port will activate the export activity tu 
Europe, he emphasised. 

Habaibeh saw the transport activity 
between Jordan and the Palestinian terri- 
tories flourishing if an advanced mecha- 
nism is formulated to link the ports of 
Aqaba and Gaza. “’Such a link would 
reflect greatly on both the Jordanian and 
Palestinian economics at the same time," 
he said urging both sides to boost bilaier- 


nusm over wye River accord especially 
that it showed inrcmaijonal i merest in 
reviving the economies of the region. 
"This will he beneficial n> ihe people as it 
will be possible to move out of the present 
recession.” Abu Hassan stressed. 

Vanal BuMami, first deputy to the presi- 
dent oJ the Amman Chamber of Coni- 
nieree. said it is premature to talk about 
the opening of Ga/a port and the effect of 
that un the port ol" Aqaba. He noted that 
tiie positive effects of the accord will 
reflect on the economic activity in tin; 
region. 

Busianii pointed out dial after few 
weeks, the Jordanian side will conduct a 
comprehensive study on the economic ties 
with the Palestinians and all the Arab 
countries. There will also be a study on 
the feasibility of developing ties in light of 
the agreement in order to seize all avail- 
able opportunities t A1 Arab Al Yawm). 


Arab Bank announces two new 
accounts for investment in euro 


CHAIRMAN OF the 
Board of Directors anti 
General Manager of the 
Arab B;uik Abdul Majid 
Shouman ended a work- 
shop on the impacts of 
the euro on the bank’s 
transactions in which 
highly selected general 


lions then moved to the 
practical aspects. 

A hank official said that 
the Arab Bank w ili estab- 
lish a central unit in 
Europe which will be 
associated cither com- 
pletely or partially with 
the bank's operating 


services pertaining to 
opening account m the 
new curencs icuroi 
whether they are current 
accounts or term 
deposits. The bank has 
put the final touches on 
opening such acounis as 

.»{ 1 r"l /I 


DR. MOHAMMAD M. ARIQAT 
CHEST SPECIALIST/PNEUMOLOGUE 
C-E.S DE PNEUMO-PHTISIOLOGIE 
UNIVERSITE PARIS V 

Announces the opening of the clinic at the 57 Gardens 
Str/Tawftq Building — above Mayya da Pharmacy — 
near Al Manqai Restaurant 

Tel: 5519297 (Clinic) 5660988 (Res.) 


Clinic hours: 


9:00 a.m.-l :30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. 




f . Thinking of Higher Education In The U,S 227 
Getting There Can Be A Trip In Itself 


R.A.M.S welcomes Dr. Mina B. Ghattas, 
International Academic Affairs Consultant 
representing Northeastern University-Boston. 
Mr. Ghattas will be in Amman : 

Marriot Hotel OctSO-Nov.^ Tel 5607607 

R&.M.S Oct. 31 /At 6 PM Tel 5528601 




Northeastern University-Boston is a comprehensive private university & 
a uortd leader In cooperative education ; in which students alternate 
University study with periods of paid employment. 

Northeastern offers degrees from the bachelor to the doctoral level through 
seven undergraduate colleges, and nine professional graduate schools. 
Colleges include Arts and Sciences, Pharmacy and Health Sciences, 
Business Administration, Computer Science, Criminal Justice, 

Engineering and Nursing. 

If you want to be ahead of the rest in your education, invest your time wisely 
by attending the open seminar at RAMS or schedule an appointment . 
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AMMAN FZNANCZAZ, MARXJBT 
HOC S ISC BANK am AMMAN - SHHEX&ANX 
TELEPHONE: 5601171 l 5601179 
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MONTHS COMPANY • S MAKE 
LOW 


ARIES: (March 21 10 April Y 

19) Follow orders quickly und M U I* U 

precisely today and tomorrow. - - 

The action will be fast and \ FORECAST FOR MOP 

furious, and there won't be — ~ 

time to argue. There's more | By Linda C. Black Tri 
room for discussion on 

Wednesday or Thursday. Put your two cents' worth in then. 
Listen more than you talk on Friday and Saturday if you want 
10 make point, watch your back on Sunday. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Travel with a partner or plan 
your next vacation today and tomorrow. At least have dinner at 
a foreign restaurant. Everyone’s cantankerous on Wednesday 
and Thursday,' even you. Take it slowly, and try not 10 give up 
much ground. Friends rescue you on Friday and Saturday. You 
can goof off then, but scurry to keep up with obligations Sunday. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) The money is available today 
and tomorrow, if you know where to look. Read up on the sub- 
ject Travel beckons Wednesday and Thursday, though work 
interferes. Make plans, but don’t go ycL You could get a career 
break on Friday, and another on Sarurday from an unexpected 
source. So look sharp. The party may be Saturday night, but 
you'll play all day Sunday, too. You need the break. 
CANCER: (June 22 10 July 21 1 A partner’s got a great idea 
today, and an even better one tomorrow. Encourage the other's 
creativity and you prosper, too. Do paperwork to get money on 
Wednesday and Thursday, and try to get off early Friday. Your 
chances are good. Travel through Saturday looks fine, espe- 
cially by water. Follow orders Sunday to save yoursell some 
trouble. 

LEO: ( July 22 to August 2 1 ) The workload is tough today and 
tomorrow, but don’t complain. By Wednesday and Thursday, 
you'll have the help you need, especially if you set it up that 
way. Don’t leave anything to chance. Friday and Saturday are 
good days to get the money, and also the attention. On Sunday, 
travel looks good once your roommate's needs have been met. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You're intensely pas- 
sionate today and tomorrow, and very lucky in love. Thai 11 be 
fun. Make decisions at work on Thursday and Friday 10 stream- 
line your procedures. Saturday is good for talking things over 
with a partner, and Sunday is best for taking a calculated risk. 
The longer you calculate, the less you re atrisk. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Put money into house- 


HOROSCO PE 

FORECAST FOR MON DAY,Y>Ct6bER 26,799S 
By Linda C. Black Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


'PADP hold items today -Uid tomar- j 

I v m ZZ row. It a good jmc.siiiUMii. An j 

— — —TTZU attractive admirer is impressed ! 

AY, OCTOBER 26, 1998 J with your taste on Wednesday j 

and Thursday, especially if ! 

if Media Services, Inc. you’ve planned ahead. You’re j 

very creative Friday and Saiur- I 
day. but work is still required. Relax on Sunday by letting your 1 
mate make all ihc decision. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) The sun is in Scor- 
pio and the moon is in Capricorn. Practice new skills today and 
tomorrow to advance in yotir career. Watch out for technical 
difficulties at . home on Wednesday and Thursday. Romance 
blossoms Friday and Saturday with an old favourite. Passions 
arc intense on Sunday. Be careful not to get burned. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) You’re in a 
practical mood today ;ind tomorrow, so make buying decisions. 

A secret source is your best hci. Study the issues carefully 
Wednesday and Thursday before making decisions. Conse- 
quences could be hard 10 cfcinge later. Have the party at your 
house Friday and go trick-or-treating together. You'll all want 
to travel this weekend, and why not?. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January I9i You're strong 
today and tomorrow, and friends heed your advice. Make an 
investment Wednesday or Thursday in a dream you’ve long 
held hidden. It’s just a question of saving your money; that's 
something you can make happen. Your curiosity is over- 
whelming Friday and Saturday, w ith many delightful surprises 
in store. Stick close to home on Sunday to recuperate. 
AQUARIUS: (January 20 to February IS) You're under pres- 
sure today and tomorrow and it’s pointless to resist. Go along 
with the programme. You’re stronger Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. Put in yc*ur corrections then. Ask for more money on Fri- 
day. so you can spend more on Saturday. Keep an open mind 
on Sunday and you’ll leam a lot. 

PISCES: (February* 19 to March 20) Your friends provide 
inspiration today and tomorrow, but you may wish you had a 
map Wednesday and Thursday to find your way through a 
maze. By Friday, you're in the clear again, and you look mar- 
vellous through Saturday. Buy yourself a speci;U treat 011 Sun- 
day, just for the fun of U. 

Birthstone of October: Opal — Tourmaline 
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OPEN CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE PRICE 


55330 204.00 203.00 



INSURANCE secna 

TOTALS INDEX: 12 t. 

00 XCDC: 

0.00 

S 2.240 

1.410 

JOR. ELECT* IC pv(R. 

9.3 

5.77 

3.660 

1.560 

IRBiD ELECTRICITY 

10. 2 

6.10 

1.220 

.620 

fATL. PORTFOLIO 

27.5 

0.00 

S 4.600 

1.810 

AJAB INTL.XNV.EDUC. 

9.3 

2.13 

X. 790 

3.060 

US1F1CD CO. 

4. a 

10.09 

1-360 

1.000 

UNITED FOR FI NAN. INV 

1.3 

6.43 


22102 

340 

11849 

2820 

437 

65000 


1.00* 1.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 104.19 z CHSs -0.14 


4.110 

1.050 

J3R -PHOSPHATE MINES 

11.250 

10.050 

JOR. PETROL. REPINARY 

5.740 

2.400 

ARAB MARK. HARP. 

1.440 

1.020 

JOB. PIPES MANFCT. 

6.350 

4.700 

DA* ALDAMA DV.TNV. 

.530 

.350 

LIVESTOCK t POULTRY 

.770 

.370 

NATIONAL STEEL INB. 

.540 

.280 

IKTEKKES.PE7RO.CHEM. 

2.090 

.640 

HATL. CABLE WIRE. IIP AC 

.660 

.360 

JOB. SULPHO-CKZX 

1.470 

1.150 

ARAB PHAm.CHXM. 

.650 

.380 

KAVTKER INVEST. 

1.260 

.530 

UNIV. MOON. INDS. 

.880 

.460 

JOB. INDS. RESOURCES 

1.560 

1.170 

NATL. CHLORINE 

1.080 

.600 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

1.3ZO 

.910 

INTL. TOBACCO 

.730 

.500 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 

.670 

.520 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 


82836 ' 

97746 

1.12 

1.18 

.06+ 

1295 

13137 

10.22 

10.12 
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4050 

10217 

2.53 
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263 

1-OS 

1.05 

- 

2184 

11144 

5. 05 
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7000 

2590 

.37 

.37 

— 
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94 

.49 

.47 
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6400 
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.30 

.30 

- 
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567 

.64 

.63 
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2000 

740 

.3B 

.37 

.01- 

3225 

3775 

1.17 

1.18 

.01+ 

500 

190 

.39 

.38 

.01- 

24450 

14518 

.62 

.60 

.02- 

500 

230 

.46 

.46 

- 

1 9196 

10724 

1.18 

1.16 

.02- 

4550 

2776 

.63 

.61 

.02- 

1 2987 

3155 

1.05 

1.06 

.01+ 

. 6150 

4059 

.65 

.66 

.01+ 

4450 

2361 

.52 

.54 

.02+ 


INDOBTRIAI. SECTOR TOTALS 
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EXPORT £ riH.BXK. 75* 
AMMAN INSURANCE 
JOR. TRADE PAC. 

UNION ISV. 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 
FALCON IKV.& PIN. 00. 
JOR. IKDS . HATCH- JKMOO 
ARAB INTL.ZNV.TRD. 
NATL . MULT . EMC . MAH I CO 
MIDEAST PHARK. 90* 
UNION TOBACCO 87.57 
INDS. ENC. 

INDS. CERAMIC 
ADVANCED PHARMA . ! HD . 
NATL. POULTRY 
OPTICAL* HEARING CO. 
ItUTRZDAR 

AL-EXBAL PR I NT INC CO 


RRAKD TOTAL 
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Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished | 

For more information call; 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605^920609/! 079/530007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


24-HOUR TAX! SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL.: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 ANYTIME 


DAJANI JEWELLERS 


A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality In 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour fflm 
at our shop and got 

* JUMBO photo sfee 
30%ferger. 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. 


Shmei&ani - Opposite 

Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 622891 



mis ts um 

/call 


a satisfied 
caswnier 

Call 

5510427JIJL 



♦One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped KHehfliwties * Daily & 
Long Stay *ReasonaMa Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® go.cota.jo 


fmscrh 
j$'*> jewclri) 


Uni quit- designs... 

(nr l uifftu f)( (>(>!( 

Jm UT,n:..i Tc 1 5v1' *20 
Dcv.n'.c.-.r 4655“ 17 
av.vv i(r.i.t'uii con . 




^ERTISE IN THIS 
“f-inON CALL 


Fax: 5693337 


FOR 
RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 



Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 
A. Hajarat Complex 
Tot 5864230 -5865167 
MobBe : 079/37588 


JbmokJox 


i 'W r Bahi 
^lfamida 

FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Banl Ham kla Weavings 
can be found at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
. Rugs „ Cushions 
. Wallhanglngs ■ Runners 

Open daily from 8:00 tJH 7:00 
(Fridays 8 official holidays 
from 10:00 till 7:00) 

Jabal Amman. 

1st Circle, oft Rainbow Sl 
Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 5510001 


Vienna Cafe 

No time for a break! 
Order, take away by phone. 



II At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman I 


strategically located 



For further information TeJ. 464532-4/5. Fax 4645326 
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Pierce wins Kremlin Cup 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Self 
confessed slow starter Mary 
Pierce picked up sufficient 
speed to overhaul second 
seed and World No. 6 
Monica Seles 7-6. 6-3 in the 
final of the Kremlin Cup 
WTA event here on Sunday. 

The Canadian-born 
French fifth seed was trail- 
ing 3-1 in the first set but 
bounced back to level at 3- 
3. before going on to secure 
the tie break 7-2. 

Seles missed a golden 
opportunity to break 
Pierce’s serve early in the- 
second and then lost her 
rhythm, making a catalogue 
of unforced errors. 

In contrast Pierce put in a 
precision performance to 
clinch the winner's purse of 
SI 65.000. 

Tn a slow starter.*’ 
Pierce conceded. 

“I was not worried when 
Monica was leading the 
score I only tried to play my 
best." she added. 

Pierce, who had seen off a 
beloe par Venus W illiams en 



French tennis player Mary Pierce receives a service from Venus W illiam s of the US. 
during the semi-final match of the Kremlin Cup WTA one-million event in Moscow. 
Pierce won 2-6, 6-6, 6-0 and qualified for the final (AFP photo) 


route to the final, said she 
was very satisfied with the 
result and her win over such 
an experienced fighter like 


Seles. 

“1 couldn't keep my con- 
centration all match 
through. It was my day-off," 


Seles said before promising 
the Moscow public that she 
would return next year for a 
new attempt. 


Marseille put pressure on rivals Bordeaux 


PARIS (R) — Fabrizio 
Ravanelli and Titi Camara 
both scored twice against 
bottom-of-the-table 
Sochaux to thrust 
Olympique Marseille to the 
top of the French first divi- 
sion on Saturday. 

A brilliant header by 
Italian Ravanelli two min- 
utes before the break set his 
side on course for a 4-0 win. 

Camara, who has strug- 
gled to settle in recent 
months, was prominent in 
the second half. 

He hit a superb first goal 
in the 53rd minute, a fine 
volley from a long cross by 
captain Laurent Blanc, and 
struck his second 17 min- 
utes later' from close range. 
RayaneliL wrapped up the 
match "witH a last 'minute 
goal. 

Marseille, who have not 


been beaten since April, are 
top of the table for the first 
time this season but 

Girondins Bordeaux could 
regain the lead on Sunday 
when they host Nancy. 

"This lead as such is not 
the most important thing." 
said Marseille coach 

Rolland Courbis. 

“Like Bordeaux, we have 
our eyes in the mirror on the 
teams behind us." 

The defeat was all the 
more painful for Sochaux as 
it was their last match under 
Bosnian coach Farouk 
Hadzibedjic, who had 
agreed to coach them for the 
final time in Marseille 
before quitting. 

Courbis was sympathetic 
to his colleague and criti- 
cised clubs for a recent 
trend of sacking coaches — 
four of them have been 


replaced in the first division 
in recent weeks. 

‘To sack a coach and ask 
him to travel with his team 
for a last match is a first and 
it*s outrageous. Had I not 
been Marseille coach. I 
would have liked them to 
win,” he said. 

Metz, title contenders last 
season, finally snatched 
their first victory of the new 
campaign with a 1-0 suc- 
cess at home to Monaco. 

The team from eastern 
France had to wait for a 
penalty on the half-hour for 
Bruno Rodriguez to score 
the only goal. 

Ambitious Nantes and 
recovering Paris St Germain 
had to settle for a goalless 
draw. 

Under new coach Artur 
Jorge. PSG might not yet be 
winning but at least they are 


no longer losing — they 
have drawn twice since he 
joined but have also 
received a red card each 
time. 

This time veteran defend- 
er Francis Llacer was sent 
off in the dying seconds of 
the match. 

“It was our main goal — 
not to lose and we have 
achieved that. Now let’s 
hope the hard work will pay 
off and we’U win again," 
said PSG president Charles 
Bietry. 

Like Sochaux, Bastia have 
been changing their coach 
this week, and ■player-', 
turned-trainer Laurent 
Fournier started lift 'flew 
role with a 0-0 draw at 
home to Strasbourg. 


McEnroe 
wins 
seniors 
title 

MELBOURNE (AP) — 
John McEnroe stayed top 
of the seniors tennis stand- 
ings Sunday with a contro- 
versial victory over Johan 
Kriek in the final of the 
Melbourne tournament 
McEnroe added the 
Melbourne Park event to 
his win in Sydney a week 
earlier when be overpow- 
ered South African-born 
Kriek in straight sets 7-5, 
6-3. 

The ■ crucial break for 
McEnroe came from a line 
call at 5-5 in the first set 
with Kriek. on game point 
McEnroe's return was 
called out but he com- 
plained and Kriek offered 
to replay the point 
McEnroe won the point 
and was then unstoppable. 

Kriek said later he want- 
ed to avoid any possible 
tantrums. 

‘1 can’t believe I did that 
but you go with the flow.” 
Kriek said. “Instead of hav- 
ing the whole thin g blow 
up and a nasty scene hap- 
pen here for the next 25 
minutes. I thought I’d 
defuse die situation. 

T feel like on this tour 
we have to be a little bit 
different and people seem 
to like that.” 

McEnroe extended his 
winning record over Kriek 
to 21-7, which includes 12- 
5 on the ATP Tour and 9-2 
on the seniors circuit 
Kriek was playing in his 
20th final but slumped to a 
2-18 record. 

^Younot onjy have to be. 
good to win but you also 
have>to be Lucky and I- got 
lucky today," McEnroe 
said. 


Four-goal Owen makes spectacular Liverpool return 


LONDON (AFP) — England 
star Michael Owen shot down 
fears that he may be suffering 
from burn-out with a four- 
goal blitz as Liverpool 
returned to winning ways 
with a 5-1 demolition of 
Nottingham Forest on 
Saturday. 

The teenage sensation, 
dropped from the side for the 
UEFA Cup clash against 
Valencia in midweek, 
returned to action in spectac- 
ular style as the Reds won 
their first league game in six 
outings. 

The 1 8-year-old World Cup 
star struck after 10. 38 and 77 
minutes and also converted a 
penalty in the 71st to record 
his first hat-trick at Anfield. 

Liverpool’s win took them 
up four places into third 
place, six points behind lead- 
ers Aston Villa who could 
only draw 1-1 at home to 
Leicester, and two points 
behind Manchester United, 
who were held to the same 
score at Derby. 

Liverpool joint manager. 
Roy Evans was delighted by 
the display of his £30-mil- 
lion — rated ($49 million) 
youngster who still lives with 
his parents. The Reds boss 
said: “If he comes back at 
weekends to score four every 
time we leave him out. maybe 
we won’t play him at all in 
midweek games! "But 
although he will get die lime- 
light, it only happens if the 
team is on song. 

“We had got into a situation 
where we were not playing 



Liverpool’s Michael Owen scores against Nottingham 
Forest daring their FA Carling Premiership dash at 
Anfield stadium. Liverpool won by 5-1 (AFP photo) 


welL If we play poorly he 
won’t score. “How we play as 
a team to create chances for 
him is die key to it all.” 

Meanwhile, Manchester 
United were brought back to 
Earth following their 6-2 
Champions' League destruc- 
tion of Brondby in midweek 
when they needed an 86th 
minute goal by substitute 
JonJi Cruyff to salvage a 1-1 
draw at Derby. 

United were trailing to 


Deon Burton's 74th minute 
strike when United manager 
Ferguson threw on Cruyff. 
Jesper Blomqvist, and Paul 
Scholes with nine minutes 
left in a desperate final bid for 
goals. 

“I think it was a sensible 
throw of the dice." said 
Ferguson. “When you bring 
on players of quality like 
them, they’re all capable of 
scoring. 

“I think the three of them 


changed the game. I felt they 
• all did well and of course 
Cruyff scored the goal.” 

He added: T don't think we 
can use the Brondby game as 
an excuse for our perfor- 
mance — 1 don't think that 
was relevant," he said. 

United's draw meant that 
table-toppers Aston Villa pre- 
served their four-point lead at 
the top even though they too 
had to come from behind to 
salvage a result at home to 
Midlands rivals Leicester. 

Veteran striker Tony Cottee 
struck for Martin O’Neill's 
side in the 36th minute, but 
England defender Ugo 
Ehoigu maintained Villa's 
unbeaten record with a 68th- 
minute equaliser. 

O'Neill, who is poised to 
sign an extension to his con- 
tract that will keep him at 
Filbert Street until 2002, felt 
bis team deserved to win. 

“The boys are disappointed 
that we haven’t taken all three 
points.” said the Irishman. “I 
thought we played some 
delightful stuff in the first 
half, and when we got the 
goal. I genuinely believed we 
deserved it at that stage." 

George Graham celebrated 
his first win since taking over 
at Tottenham as the London 
side beat Rudd Gullit's 
Newcastle 2-0 courtesy of 
two goals for Norwegian 
Steffen Iveisen. an early 
replacement for the injured 
Les Ferdinand. 

Graham said he was 
delighted to. have beaten the 
revitalised Magpies, but he 


hit out at referee Graham 
Barber who he said had an 
“awful” game after booking 
six players and sending off 
Tottenham’s Colin 

Calderwood for a second 
bookable offence. 

T don’t know what’s hap- 
pening to the refereeing in 
this country. The British 
game is a passionate game, 
there is physical contact but I 
don’t think any player reacted 
violently today. 

“Referees rush too quickly 
to get yellow cards out and 
then it puts them in a situation 
where they’ve got to give the 
red card. I don't know if full- 
time referees will work but 
we've got to do something.” 

In other matches, the most 
stirring performance of the 
day came at Chariton where 
the Premiership newboys 
twice came from behind to 
beat London rivals West Ham 
4-Z 

England discard Matthew 
Le Tissier scored one goal 
and made another as 
Southampton built on their 1- 
1 draw at champions Arsenal 
last week to record their first 
win of the season, beating 
Coventry 2-1 at home. 

High-flying Middlesbrough 
missed their chance to keep 
the pressure on at the top 
when they had to settle for a 
2-2 draw at Wimbledon. 

The mid-table battle 
between Sheffield 

Wednesday and Everton at 
Hillsborough resulted in a 0-0 
stalemate. 


Celta top after 3rd successive win 


MADRID (R) — Celta Vigo took top place 
in the Spanish championship on Saturday as 
a second half double from Juan Sanchez 
earned them a 2-0 win over Real Zaragoza. 

The Spaniard put away his side's only two 
clear chances to secure a third successive 
league win for Celta, who overtook 
Zaragoza and moved level on 13 points 
with leaders Real Madrid. 

Real Madrid have the chance to regain 
first place when they play Racing Santander 
in one of nine league games on Sunday. 

Celta gained control at the start of the sec- 
ond half, following a scrappy opening peri- 
od. 

Alexandre Mostovoi's looping free kick 
from the left beat the first defender and 
Sanchez — the shortest player on the pitch 
— rose highest to flash a header past keep- 
er Juanmi Garcia. 

Zaragoza were then presented with a 


golden chance as a measured cross from 
Gustavo Lopez down the left , presented 
Savo Milosevic with an open goal. . 

The former Aston Vila striker seemed 
certain to notch his fourth goal of the sear 
son but be somehow contrived to lift a shot 
from no more than three metres out high 
over the bar. ' 

Sanchez made Zaragoza pay for that glar- 
ing error as he shrugged off challenges from 
the visiting defence to work a clear sight on 
goal and drill the ball home from the edge 
of the area. 

Zaragoza attempted to come back tot they 
struggled to break down a disciplined Celta 
defence and when defender Paco Jemez 
was sent off for a second yellow carcl with 
six minutes to go their chances of salvaging 
something were gone. 



Hansa Rostock’s Uwe Ehlers (C) in a mid air dud for the ball with Schalke 04’s 
Jiri Nemec (R) during their German Soccer League match in Rostock’s Baltic Sea 
stadium. The match ended in a 2-2 draw. Player in background is unidentified 
(AFP photo) 


Maier leads Austrian sweep 


SOLDEN (AFP) — World 
Cup dominator Hermann 
Maier picked up where he 
left off last season, sweeping 
to a convincing victory in the 
season-opening men's giant 
slalom here Sunday. 

The 26-year-old 

“Hemunator,” the defending 
overall Cup holder, led a trio 
of ream-mates to the top four 
positions in a two-leg race 
which was delayed for more 
than two hours by bad 
weather. 

Maier finished the 
Rettenbach glacier course, 
flagged with 45 gates, in an 
aggregate time of two min- 
utes 10.74 seconds. 

He headed teammates 
Stefan Eberharter (2:12.34), 
third-placed Heinz 

Schilchegger (2:13.08) and 
fourth-placed Christian 
Mayer (2:13.13). 

Maier shrugged off bad 
weather, poor visibility and 
swirling — if unproven — 
doping- charges to take the 
victory in front of a partisan 
home crowd. 

Overnight winds at the top 
of the 3,000 metre-high 
course blew down the start- 


ing hut for a season kick off 
giant slalom and rain and 
sleet at the bottom marip. the 
day's start a grim one. 

The race completed a 
weekend series which fea- 
tured a women's GS on 


Saturday won in a surprise 
by Norwegian Andrine 
Flemmen. 

The next men’s and 
women’s races are set for 
Park City, Utah, 19-22 
October. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 
eimTAanlM,tai«MtB 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q- 1 * Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*»0 ?94 OA J 4 *A K J 10 6 7 2 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dia m o n d. What do you respond? 

Q. 2 - Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

•B Q 7 6 WJ 10 7 4 OA Q J 9 5 *Void 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two-bid in 
hearts. What ac t io n do you take? 

Q.S - Both vulnerable, ee South 
you hold; 

AAKQ6 OK 10542 QQS *52 

UlC b i ddin g has proceeded: 

WSST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

Paw Pass urr 2*> 

» Pus Pus 

2* Pan Pan ? 

•takeout for the majora 

What action do vou take ? 


Q-4 - Ab South, vulnerable, you 

QCMG1 

AAJ87 I7AK3 0*78 4AJ6 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

Q. 5 * Both vulnerable, as Sooth 1 
you hold: 

*K#4 <5JK7 0AJ8 +J 10 fl 52 

has proceeded: 
nobtet bast south 

™ 1NT P— f 
What do you hid now? 

Q. 6 - As Sooth vulnerable, you 
'hold: 

•Void eJl08S2 0QJ42«A1097 

2^S^ddiiig has proceeded: 
5® rt b|ast SOUTH WEST 
1* £*» Iff Pam., 

un. * 

What do you Md now? 




cinema 


CINEMA 


TEL-4434144 


S' CINEMA TEL3699238 S' CINEMA TEL:567742Q 


CINEMA 


TEL: 5934793 



MLADELMAT 

v y 

^ PHILADELPHIA T ^ 

^ PLAZA y 

^ CONCORD .) 

GALLERIA! 
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ABDOUN 


Nathan Lam & 

George Clooney & 

Comedian 

Michael Douglas & Sean Penn .. in 

www.cns. com. jo/Galleria 

>* 

Lee Evans .. in 

Nicole Kidman .. in 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

THE GAME 

Comedian 

< 

Q 

mouse mm 

THE PEACE MAKER 

. SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,1030 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 





CONCORD. 32? 

SAEEDI AT THE 

2 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30. 

Robert Redford .. in 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 


8:30. 10:30 

8:30, 10:30 

8:30, 10:30 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 



L 1 

V J 

^ Shows: 3:30,5:30 01117 ^ 

L J. 




CINEMA 


V. 


TEL 5934793 ^ 

GALLERIA 2 




abdoun 

www. cns.com. ja/Galleria 
Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

saeedi at the 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15, 8:15, 10:30 


Hiskn 1 ms Theme 

23; 4625155 • 


Wtrrch cut fm 
the new play 


Listings for films and times as recieved by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 













Jordan Times, Monday, October 26, 1998 


11 





till 




: ■sJIs- 


- — --**=» fa* 


for ? 


■" Sone. ^ 



f 


gbdr^WBO* worid ^tamofandr* P in? < rf 1 !f lian Giorgio Campanella during 

Saea & 


Agassi win Czech indoor title 








*-U,; ;■■-**! 


iSTRAVA (Agencies) — 
idd No. 6 Andre Agassi 
was forced to three tough 
(sets by unseeded Slovak 
fell;-. Kroslak on Sunday 
before emerging with a 6- 
13-6 6-3 victory for the 
Czech Indoor title. 

The 24-year-oJd Slovak 
itialifier, ranked 1 53rd. 
jraade Agassi work hard 
for most games, often 
[frustrating the American 
'with consistent serve-and- 
volleying in front of a 
supportive crowd. 

But Agassi's trademark 
intensity, which has led 
bira back into the world 
top 10 this year from as 
low as 140th. carried him 
to the decisive service 
break in the eighth game 
of the third set as he 
pocketed the $137,000 
winner’s cheque. 

“He stepped up his 
game in the second set... 
He was winning his serve 
| at will," said a tired 
Agagsyto^match. " r had 
fo.tS^aaytBing I could to 


win." 

The Czech success 
locked up a spot lor 
Agassi in the prestigious 
eight-man draw lor the 
year-ending ATP World 
Championship in Hanover 
later this year. 

It was Agassi’s filth title 
in eight final appearances 
this year and his first in 
three ATP finals in 
October. He lost to 
Britain's Tim Henman in 
Basle and Chile's Marcclo 
Rios at the Grand Slam 
Cup final in Munich. 

Kroslak, whose only 
tournament successes 
were at minor stops in 
China and Israel in 1995 
and 1997. ■ said his 
achievements this week, 
which included victories 
over Goran Ivanisevic and 
Andrei Medvedev, were 
his besr ever. 

Agassi, playing his 
familiar aggressive style, 
took his first break early 
to go up 2-1 ip what most 
thought wouicLbe a quick 


match. 

But Kroslak saved nine 
break points in an enter- 
taining 13-deuce, 15- 
minuie fifth game of the 
first set. 

The Slovak, from near- 
by Bratislava, finally lost 
the marathon game to fall 
behind 4-1 but convinced 
the crowd he could com- 
pete with the American 
superstar. 

The former native son of 
Chechoslovakia before 
the country split in 1993 
responded in (he second 
set by breaking Agassi in 
(he second game as he 
built a 5-1 lead. 

U.S. crowd-pleaser 
Agassi had reached the 
final with a 7-6 (7/2 1 . 6-3 
semi-final win over 
Zimbabwe's Wayne 
Black, while Kroslak 
qualified after seventh- 
seeded Swedish opponent 
Thomas Enqvist withdrew 
suffering from un ankle 
injury dqwn in the 
opening set. .. 
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Corretja beats Haas in Lyon final 
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YON (AP) — Alex 
orretja staged a fine 
meback to win his first 
odoor championship 
unday, saving a match 
, point before beating 


- c :.r^cb^4 ommy Haas 2 _ 6 ? _ 6 {8 ' 

i 6 _| at the $ 750 ,00< 

- & -*^ ,a Lyon Grand Prix. 


After easily 
-:he first set. 


grabbing 

unseeded 


Haas was 6-5 ahead in the 
second set tiebreak 
against Spain’s Corretja, 
the No. 4 seed here and 
world number seven. 

But Corretja blasted a 
backhand past Haas at the 
net to save the match, 
before winning the 
tiebreak 8-6. 

The match turned in the 


Spaniard’s favor in the 
first game of the final set, 
when he got a lucky 
deflection off the net to 
break service. 

Corretja is the first 
Spaniard to win an indoor 
championship since 
Manuel Oranres’ victory 
at the Houston Masters, 
back in 1976. 


Mets and 
Piazza 
agree 
to record 
$91 m deal 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Catcher Mike Pu&c&a has 
agreed to a seven-year, $91 
million contract with the New 
Yisk Mels, making him the 
highest -paid player in Major 
I .eague Baseball history. 

The funner Los Angeles 
Dodger's annual salary uf $13 
million ih^ tiki mark 

of $123 million a year by 
Boston pitcher I\xim Martinez 
in a six-year, $75 million pact 
signed in 1997. 

The rich deal sets the price 
for an expensive free agency 
period that will see new deals 
for Boston slugger Mo 
Vaughn, Houston pitcher 
Randy Johnson. San Diego 
pitclier Kevin Brown and 
American League batting 
champion Benue Williams of 
(lie New York Yankees. 

Piazza, 30, was obtained 
hum Florida in May after 
being sent their by die 
Dodgers. He was paid $8 mil- 
lion this year in the Sinai sea- 
son of a tu 41-year contract. 

Announcement of a formal 
contract signing was not 
expected until Monday. 

The Mets had a 15-day win- 
dow of exclusivity' in negotiat- 
ing with Ihe six-time All-Star 
catcher, who batted .328 with 
32 home runs and 111 runs 
halted in this season for the 
Dogers, Marlins and Mets 
combined. 

In New York’s failed run for 
a playoff berth. Piazza halted 
378 in September and he has 
14 humeri and 52 RBI in the 
fired two months of the season. 
He is a career .333 hitter with 
200 homers and 644 RBI. 

Piazza had been a Dodger 
since 1992 but contract talks 
broke down in April when he 
rejected a six-vear deal worth 
$84 million amid reports he 
wanted a deal worth at least 
$100 million. 

He was traded to the Marlins 
and quickly moved by the 
losingcsL club in baseball, 
which spent much of the time 
since winning the 1997 World 
Series shedding high-salary 
talent to reduce payroll. 

Piazza's contract likely sig- 
nals the Mels will trade Todd 
Hundley, the Mets former 
catcher who is due to be paid 
$5.2 million next season and 
$6 million in 2000. 


Austrian swee- 


LIVE-IN MAIDS 

Maids from the Philippines and Sri Lanka are 
- looking for job opportunities as live-in maids. 

- 'y-- : Please call 5532822, Gardens Street, A1 Quds 

"i; ; y. '.Commercial Centre (3rd floor), near Canary 
--Restaurant. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Ground floor. Situated at Um Utheina, 5th Circle, near 
Amra Hotel. Consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, and 
salon, glassed veranda, central heating, telephone, sepa- 
rate entrance and garden. 

Please call Abu Samir 4623725 or 5511068 after 2 
p.m. Mobile 079-538198 



LARGE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

The half of the first floor with balconies of only a two-floor 
nice family building. Newly furnished, nicely decorated & 
fully equipped: Fridge, deep freezer Including satellite. 
Location is In the best residential area between the 5th & 4th 
Circles - Zahran St No. 147 Jabal Amman 

If interested please call: 5932509 






FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, dining and living 
,>! room, large kitchen, all services separated, garden, garage, 
.^"water well, boiler room (chappee), satellite. Intercom. 
■V • '■* Furniture in excellent condition. Location: Mecca Street For 
. .. more information call the owner directly, 

' * Mr. Ihab-Tel. 5813005 or 079-535765. 

.. ..-'Rent to be paid annually 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UMM UZAINA 

A ground floor, well furnished apartment consisting of: 

■ 2 bedrooms, one of which is master. 

• 3 bathrooms. 

■ Salon, dining room, and sitting room. 

■ Large kitchen with oakwood cupboards, and full 

set of new electrical equipment. 

• maid room. 

■ Private separate storage room in the basement. 

• Planted garden. 

- Garage for 2 cars. 

The annual rent is: JD9000 

Those who are interested, kindly to call 
Tel.: 079-532810 
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} NOTICE OF SALE 

S. = ■ ■ Date and Time of Sale: Tuesday. OeWjr 27 , 1 998 
— - 9:00 a.m. to 1 2:00 p.m. 

?..! ' ...notion: American Embassy Warehouse, Abdoun (Use 
. he Back Gate) 

***■ . v : -rtems to be sold: Office and residenhal ^rmture. appli- 
^ £ : tnces, equipment, vehicles and miscellaneous 

* Conditions of sale: 

: • ' Sale is conducted by sealed bid. 

lots will b* available a, time 

All tenis will be available for inspection at sale 

Adeoosit of 20% of the total bid is required at 
Le ft in cash JO only. This is strictly 

MbSft* ^ deposited in look bok by 12:00 

&fbid°dM^ 

to unsuccessful bidders by Wednesday 

M pro^rtyniusfbe p^d^for and removed by 
COB Thursday October 29, g storage fee 

IQ. will be imposed. 
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CANADIAN IMMIGRATION SEMINAR 


MR. WARREN LLOYD, foimcr Canadian diplomat and 
visa office manager. National Vice President of (be 
Canadian Organization of Professional Immigration 
Consultants, will put his 30 years of experience inside and 
outside Canada's Immi gration department to work for you. 
Mr. Lloyd will host a free seminar tor business persons and 
professionals wishing to establish residency in Canada. 

MR. Lloyd represents BUSH FRANKEL WHITE (BFW), 
the most experienced law firm in Canada providing 
immigration services to some of the world’s largest multi- 
national corporations as well as business persons and 
professionals from some of the leading families in the 
Middle East. BFW offers over 100 years of experience to 
clients who wan! the very best. 

Wednesday, October 28, 1998 At 7 PM 
The Regency Hotel, Amman 
To reserve a seal for the seminar or to make an 
appointment for private consultations with MR. Lloyd 
please contact our representative in Iordan, 
MR_Ammar Salah at Tel: 5o6 - 1948 

OUR FEES ARE BASED ON RESULTS 


Faisali-Qadissieh match 
halted after disputed goal 

Riot police stop assault on referees 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The 13th 
week of the Premier 
League Championship got 
off tu the sour start when 
the match between leaders 
A1 Faisal i and A1 
Qadissieh was halted fol- 
lowing a disputed goal by 
A1 Faisali which was ruled 
out by the referee. 

According to eyewit- 
nesses, the linesman ruled 
an 8 1st minute goal off- 
side thus cancelling the 
match’s sole goal which 
would have given A1 
Faisali a much -needed win 
to hang on to iheir current 
mere two-point lead over 
rivals Al Wihdat. 

The referee decided to 
halt the match after Al 
Faisali Club Chairman 
Sultan Al Udwan pulled 
his learn out, thus stopping 
the match with less than 
10 minutes left in the sec- 
ond half. 

As the game was 
stopped, the issue was fur- 
ther complicated when (he 
referees were assaulted 


while leaving the pilch, 
prompting riot police to 
interfere and stop the 
brawl. 

The Jordan Football 
Association iJFAi will 
Monday hold a meeting to 
review the referees’ report 
and decide the outcome of 
the match. 

In other matches of the 
country’s leading soccer 
event. Al Ramiha scored a 
4-0 win over Al Ahfi who 
seem to be going down the 
standings and are currently 
in the last-two relegation 
zone. 


Kufrsoum moved from 
last to eight after a 4-2 win 
over Shabab Al Hussein 
ending a three-week 
drought. 

The top ten teams are 
playing two matches a 
week to end the fourth and 
last of the season's soccer 
competitions on Nov. 20. 

Al Wihdat are looking 
for their 5ih consecutive 
Premier League title alter 

winning the season-open- 
ing fourth Cup Winners' 
Cup. 

Al Faisali rook the sec- 
ond of the season's four 


soccer championships 
when they won their 
record 10th Jordan Cup. 

Kufrsoum. playing in the 
prestigious league for the 
third year running, made 
history when they clinched 
their fust ever major title 
by beating A) Hussein to 
win the country’s third 
title — the Jordan Football 
Association UFA) Shield. 

Al Wihdat. who have 
won the Cup and Cup 
Winners Cup in the last 
two years and the Premier 
Leaeue in the last four. 


Tfewo 

* 

W 

STANDINGS 
D L 

GF 

GA 

Pts 

Faisali* 

12 . 

u 

: . 

1 

34 

7 

33 

Wihdat 

12 

10 

1 

1 

30 

10 

31 

Rarasba 

13 

5 

4 

4 

17 

15 

19 

Hussein 

12 

5 

2 

5 

10 

8 

17 

.Qadissieh* 

12 

4 

4 

4 

17 

28 

16 

'S.At Hussein 

13 

3 

5 

5 

14 

22 

14 


12 

3 

• 3 

6 

15 

24 

12 

■KeSrsom 

13 

2 

5 

6 

12 

25 

U 

amt 

13 

2 

3 

8 

10 

21 

9 

Jazireh 

12 

2 

3 

7 

7 

16 

9 

* Siaridmg pending Monday’s JFA decision 





Kathema, Rayyan draw in clash of favourites 

Ahli eye third place after beating Salt 


By Roufan Nahhas 

AMMAN — Kuwait’s Kathema 
held Qatar’s Rayyan to a 28-28 (13- 
12) draw Sunday in whai proved to 
be the most exciting match of the 1st 
Asian League Champions Handball 
Tournament which concludes 
Tuesday at the Sports Palace. 

The tie will provide handball fans 
another exciting day as the tourna- 
ment champions will be decided 
after Tuesdays matches. 

Kathema and Al Rayyan currently 
top the standings Kathema leading 
on goal difference. 

However, the Kuwaiti team have 
an upcoming difficult match against 
Iran’s Zobohan compared to Al 
Rayyan’s relatively easier match 
against Jordan's Al Salt in their last 
match Tuesday. 

The experienced team of players 


on Kathema's lineup gave their 
opponents a hard time Sunday 
depending on left-handed Ali 
Murad. 

Qatar's Rayyan looked weak in 
defence with some improvement 
towards the end of the first half. 

Kathema did not give their oppo- 
nents a chance and took the first half 
with a 13-12 win. 

Bui the situation took another turn 
for Al Rayyan who relumed with 
more power and determination and 
succeeded in taking the lead. 

Kathema, struggled to keep their 
balance and were saved thanks to 
their goalkeeper Adel Abad. 


The two teams surrendered for a 
28-28 tie in the last seconds which 
witnessed some rougb play from 
both teams. 

In an earlier match, Jordan’s Al 
Ahli showed their best in their match 
against Al Salt with a 25-22 win. 

Only five teams are taking pan in 
the Oct. 20-27 event after China’s 
Army team and UAE’s Al Shareqah 
declined. The competing teams are 
Jordan’s Al Salt and Al Ahli, Iran’s 
Zobohan Asfahan. Qatar’s Al 
Rayyan and Kuwait’s Kathema. 

The teams will have a rest on 
Monday and the tournament con- 
cludes Tuesday. 


Schedule of matches for Tuesday 


Zobohan vs. Kathema 
Rayyan vs. Salt 


4:00 p.m. 
6:15 p.m. 


1 



Suitable for Diplomatic 
Organizations 


Deluxe. Luxurious Apartment Flats 

For Rent or Sale * 

* 4 Story Bldg. 


* 400 m 2 every Ap. 

* 1 For 1 floor. 

* Deluxe finishing, best 
material of famous 




SB 





international brand s. > II jBf «®f- 
ff interested, pis call: Shmeisant Project 1 

46261^4/5 Behind Ahlia - ,-Utela 

Mobile: 542999 near Rumanian Emlttissy 


SPORTS CAR FOR SALE 
Duty unpaid - JD 15,000 
Brand new 1997 MGF Rover Sports, red 
colour, full options. 

Call 593-0745/6 from 8:30 a.m. till 15:00 p.m. 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 

A duty free Mercedes Benz 220E, model 1 994, air condi- 
tioned with automatic transmission, radio cassette player 
etc., excellent condition, regularly maintained by 
Mercedes Benz Authorised Dealer in Amman. 

The car may be inspected at Embassy of India premises 
(First Circle, Jabal Amman - Tel.: 4622098/4637262 
between 9-12 noon and 2.30-4 p.m.) (Friday and Saturday 
closed). After inspection sealed bids may be made 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER No. 26F/98 
JPMC ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO BID NO. 
26F/98 FOR: 

The design, manufacture, supply, delivery to site, 
construction of electrical power supply and distribu- 
I tion system including civil works, erection, testing, 
training and commissioning, on turnkey basis 
Eshidiya Phosphate Complex 
Phase 2 

| The tender documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman, Supply Department, until (2:00) p.m. 
local time Thursday 26th November, 1998. 
Application for documents should be accompanied 
by a non-refundable fee of JD 350 for each set of 
tender documents. 

;The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Thursday 14th January, 1999. 

Sameh Madanl 
Managing Director 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER No. 25F/98 

JPMC ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO BID NO. 
25F/98 FOR: 

The supply, delivery to site, erection, testing, training, 
commissioning and performance testing 

“On turnkey lumpsum basis" 

Of 

(2) Electrical walking draglines 
Eshidiya Phosphate Complex 
Phase 2 

The tender documents are available at JPMC offices in 
Amman, Supply Department, until (2:00) p.m. local time 
Thursday 26th November. 1998. Application for docu- 
ments should be accompanied by a non refundable fee of 
JD1000 for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours local 
time Thursday 14th January, 1999. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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Palestinian police kill 
Fateh activist in Ramallah 


RAMALLAH i Agencies.} — 
A Palestinian teenager died 
on Sunday after being shot by 
Palestinian police during a 
demonstration of the main-' 
stream Fateh movement in 
this West Bank town, his 
family said. 

Wasim Tarifi, 1 7, was hit in 
the head by two bullets when 
an argument erupted between 
activists from Yasser Arafat’s 
Faieh movement and 
Palestinian security officers 
who opened fire with live 
ammunition. 

He was taken to hospital in 
a critical condition and later 
died of his wounds. 

Hundreds of Fateh mem- 
bers were demonstrating to 
demand that the Palestinian 
policemen who raided a 
Fateh office Saturday night 
be put on trial. The police- 
men raided the office to seize 
unlicensed weapons. That 
was among tough new secu- 
rity measures Arafat agreed 
to at last week’s U.S. summit 


Following the incident 
local merchants in Ramallah 
closed down their shops as 
demonstrators burned tyres 
and chanted slogans against 
the Palestinian police. 

Fateh also called a general 
strike for Monday to demand 
that Tarifi’s killers be brought 
to justice. 

Marwan Barghouti, secre- 
tary general of the Fateh 
movement in the West Bank, 
met with the governor of 
Ramallah, Moustafa Issa, and 
the commander of the 
Palestinian national security 
force. General Ismail Jaber. 

After the meeting 
Bargbouti told reporters that 
the Palestinian National 
Authority had arrested the 
policemen who raided the 
Fateh office and that unspec- 
ified measures would be 
taken against them. 

The fighting in the centre of 
die West Bank town of 
Ramallah broke out as 
Barghouti was addressing a 


group of about 100 support- 
ers outside the Palestinian 
National Authority headquar- 
ters and the offices of the 
governor. 

Some of die Fateh activists 
picked up stones and hurled 
them over a fence into the 
compound and at plain- 
clothes intelligence agents 
who were watching the gath- 
ering from the sidelines, wit- 
nesses said. 

Intelligence agents burled 
rocks back at the crowd. But 
then some of the security 
agents fired from the second- 
and third-floor windows, 
with some of the gunfire 
directed into the crowd. 
About the same time, armed 
Fateh members arrived on 
the scene, firing shots into die 
air 

Two men were shot, includ- 
ing Tarifi. That silenced the 
gunfire on both sides, and 
leaders from both sides 
quickly withdrew for a meet- 
ing. 



Palestinian demonstrators from Fateh movement clash with Palestinian police on Sunday in the West Bank town 
of Ramallah, to demand that the Palestinian policemen who raided a Fateh office the previous night be put on trial 
(AFP photo) 


Peace treaty anniversary 
far from festive 


(Continued from page 1) 

But for some Jordanians, 
the Wye agreement may not 
signal such a major shift 
Grown accustomed to 
Netanyahu’s stated commit- 
ment to the peace process, 
but his continued controver- 
sial policies and reluctance 
to move ahead with the 
Palestinian-Israeli track, 
many Jordanians remain 
sceptical that genuine 
peace, let alone its divi- 
dends, will ever see the light 
of day. 

The recent Palestinian- 
Israeli deal, sealed after His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
direct intervention, and call- 
ing for a gradual Israeli 
troop withdrawal from 13.1 
per cent of the West Bank in 
return for Palestinian securi- 
ty concessions, has been 
welcomed officially in 
Jordan. 

‘‘Wye helps. Honest 
implementation of Wye 
would help too. Especially 
in light of the fact that final 
status issues will begin very 
soon,” says an official. 

But a senior government 
official warns against read- 
ing too much into the agree- 
ment and says that Jordan 
will be closely watching its 
implementation. which 
many analysts predict will 
be no easy task. 

The fragile element of 
trust between Jordan and 
Israel may have been lost,, 
even at the highest levels, 
say officials. The 
November 1995 assassina- 
tion of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
considered to be a “peace 
partner" of King Hussein, 
has left a vacuum. 

In addition, the Mossad’s 
botched assassination 
attempt on Hamas Politburo 
Chief Khaled Misha’al in 
Amman last year s unk offi- 
cial bilateral ties to their 
lowest point, with the 
Kingdom severing security 
cooperation with Israel for 
several months. 

But regardless of the 
standstill in the peace 
process, especially on the 
Palestinian track, and reser- 
vations towards the policies 
of the Netanyahu govern- 
ment, Jordan remains reluc- 
tant to minimise its ties with 
Israel in line with mounting 
popular calls for a halt to 
normalisation on the official 
level. 

Last month the newly 
appointed government of 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh gained an over- 
whelming vote-of-confi- 
dence in the 80-seat Lower 
House of Parliament, but 
only after 53 deputies called 
for a halt to normalisation 
with the Jewish state. 

The deputies, who includ- 
ed prominent politicians and 
former ministers involved in 
various stages of peace- 
making with Israel, gave the 
government the confidence 
vote, but said it would be up 
for review in six months. 

Tarawneh and others 
countered by saying that 
normal isation is part and 
parcel of the peace treaty 
and that relations with Israel 


can be utilised for the bene- 
fit of other Arab tracks. 

“We are being pushed by 
people to increase trade lev- 
els with the West Bank, 
which we all know is con- 
trolled by Israel. How can 
Jordan do this without con- 
tacting the Israelis, meeting 
with them, and talking to 
them?" says an official. “If 
this is normalisation then so 
be it" 

‘Who are the main benefi- 
ciaries of this anyway?” the 
official asks. “The 
Jordanians and Palestinians, 
so we must advance normal- 
isation." 

Israel’s ambassador to 
Jordan. Oded Eran, also 
insists that there is no escap- 
ing normalisation. “Peace 
between neighbours, ene- 
mies in the past, cannot be 
achieved only by formal 
implementation of (articles 
in the peace treaty). 
Normalisation is a wider 
process." 

Eran recognises that this is 
an arduous task as both 
sides have people who feel 
victimised, but says that 
normalisation does not 
mean forgetting the past or 
giving up rights or claims. 

Jordanian officials com- 
plain, however, that Israel is 
not doing its part to imple- 
ment the peace treaty and its 
annexes to make normalisa- 
tion more attractive to 
Jordanians. “If there is lack 
of cooperation this is 
because Israel is not forth- 
coming, not because Jordan 
is distancing itself." says 
one official. 

Officials site lack of 
progress on various bilateral 
agreements such as the 
Aqaba-Eilat airport pilot 
project, and insist that 
Israel’s iron grip on the 
Palestinian economy must 
be eased to allow Jordan's 
entry into the West Bank 
market. 

While many in the politi- 
cal elite and intellectuals 
maintain that Jordan has 
achieved little from its ties 
with Israel to compensate 
for the increasingly strained 
relations with Arab coun- 
tries such as Syria, officials 
boast several successes. 

They list the $700 million 
debt forgiveness from the 
U.S., $225 million in annual 
U-S. aid, an increase in the 
Kingdom’s water supply, 
and the establishment of the 
Qualified Industrial Zone in 
Irbid, which is a one-way 
free trade zone with the U.S. 

“Yes. all this is worth the 
domestic and regional 
opposition." insists an offi- 
cial. 

Implementation of the 
Wye accord may or may not 
change the minds of 
Jordanians, some of whom 
remain ideologically 
opposed to peace with 
Israel, but progress will 
surely lessen the mounting 
pressure on the government 
and those in the peace camp 
who are finding few adher- 
ents when they talk about 
the fruits of peace. 


PNA arrests prominent Muslim cleric after interview 


Palestinian journalists lift strike 


GAZA (R) — Journalists in the 
Palestinian-ruled Gaza Strip said on 
Sunday that the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) had apologised for tbe 
detention by police of 11 reporters at the 
home of tbe founder of tbe Islamist group 
Hamas. 

The Palestinian Journalists Syndicate 
said it had ended a strike called on 
Saturday over the incident after receiving 
assurances from a senior PNA official 
Tayeb Abdul Rahim, that press freedoms 
would be observed. 

“Tayeb Abdul Rahim reaffirmed that 
press freedom was guaranteed according 
to the law and in a way that dpes not go 
against national interests." the syndicate 
said in a statement 

“He apologised for the wrong committed 
against journalists’ rights." the statement 
added. 


Abdnl Rahim’s office ‘was hot available 
for comment 

The 1 1 journalists were detained as they 
left the Gaza home of Hamas founder 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin on Friday after 
seeking his reaction to the signing in 
Washington of a new Israeli-Palesriman 
interim peace deal. 

They were taken to a police station and 
released two hours later following confis- 
cation of video and audio cassettes and 
photographic film. 

The new deal requires ' Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to crack down on 
Hamas and other activists groups in return 
for an Israeli pullback from more of the 
West Bank. 

The armed wing of Hamas has killed 
scores of Israelis in suicide bombings and 
is outlawed by PNA, but Hamas itself is a 
legal organisation. 


NABLUS (R) — 

Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) police 
arrested a prominent 
Muslim cleric on Saturday 
after he gave a television 
interview criticising the 
new Israeli-Palestinian 
interim peace deal, his wife 
said on Sunday. 

Sheikh Hamed Ai Bitawi, 
in his 60s. is a preacher with 
Islamist leanings also 
employed by the PNA’s 
Waqf and Islamic Affairs 
Ministry. 

Bitawi ’s arrest was the 
second attempt in as many 
days by the PNA to mute 
opposition to the new deal 
struck by Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in the 
United States. 

Palestinian police 

detained 1 1 reporters at the 
Gaza home of the founder 
of the Islamist Hamas 
group. Sheikh Ahmad 
Yassin on Friday. 

A PNA official said state- 
ments by Yassin went 
against Palestinian policy 

‘One Iraq 
child dies 
every nine 
minutes 
due to 
sanctions’ 

BAGHDAD (R) — One 
Iraqi child dies every nine 
minutes due to the stringent 
U.N. economic sanctions 
clamped on the country, an 
Iraqi newspaper said on 
Sunday. 

Al Musawir AJ Arabi 
weekly quoted statistics that 
showed the death rate 
among children from diar- 
rhoea had increased eleven- 
fold since August 1990 
while the death rate from _ 
pneumonia rose ten-fold. 
Deaths due to malnutrition 
increased 24 times during 
tbe same period, it said. 

"There are 128 deaths for 
every 1.000 children below 
five years while infant mor- 
tality rate increased into 
92.7 for every 1,000 birth- 
cases," the paper said. 

“Statistics prepared by 
specialised committees of 
the ministries of health and 
labour disclosed that one 
child dies every nine min- 
utes due to the unjust sanc- 
tions," it added. The news- 
paper said the acute short- 
age of medicine and food 
had a tremendous impact on 
childhood in Iraq. It said 
sanctions bad also had a big 
influence on weight of new- 
borns. 

Births at a weight below 
23 kg jumped to 23.2 per 
cent from only 4.5 per cent 
in 1997. Communicable 
diseases also rocketed to 
16.82 per cent on 1997 from 
three percent on 1989. 


and ran contrary to the 
peace deal hammered out 
by Arafat and Netanyahu at 
a marathon nine-day sum- 
mit 

The new interim peace 
deal requires Arafat to crack 
down on Hamas and other 
activist groups in return for 
an Israeli pullback from 
more of the W'est Bank. 

Bitawi. an opponent of 
Arafat’s peace overtures 
with Israel, has often 
preached at occupied 
Jerusalem’s Al Aqsa 
Mosque, Islam’s third holi- 
est shrine. He was the head 
of the Sharia appeals court 
the highest Islamic court in 
the West Bank, and head of 
the union of Palestinian 
Islamic clerics. 

His wife said a Palestinian 
general intelligence officer 
came to their home- after 
Bitawi had given an inter- 
view to the Qatari Al 
Jazeera satellite television 
channel. 

“They took him to Nablus 
prison and called us to say 
there is no need to wait 
After half an hour they told 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran’s 
conservatives secured 
control of a powerful cler- 
ical assembly which alone 
can name and dismiss tbe 
Islamic Republic’s 

supreme leader, final elec- 
tion results showed on 
Sunday. 

Returns from Friday’s 
elections in Iran's 28 
provinces, carried by state 
television, showed candi- 
dates backed by the 
Association of Militant 
Clergy, the leading right 
faction, with 42 seats in 
the 86-member assembly 
of Experts. 

Another 2 1 were backed 
jointly by the Association 
and Iran's leading centrist 
party, although they are 
widely recognised as con- 
servatives, albeit less 
absolutist. 

Some 23 other seats 
went to candidates identi- 
fied as independents or 
affiliated with the moder- 
ates. 

Tbe conservative estab- 
lishment celebrated the 
results, and what it said 
was a strong turnout, as a 


us the sheikh was under 
arrest," his wife told 
Reuters. 

"The Israelis allow settlers 
to express their opposition, 
why can’t we?" she asked. 

Jewish settlers blocked 
roads in the occupied West 


victory for Iran's Islamic 
system. 

The figures carried by 
state media indicated that 
46 per cent of 39 million 
eligible voters took part. 
The last assembly polls in 
1990 drew a 37 per cent 
turnout. There were no 
official participation fig- 
ures for last Friday’s elec- 
tion. 

Resalat daily, a conserv- 
ative bastion, hailed tbe 
vote as an act of divine 
love. 

“■What drew people to 
the polls was love, love 
toward the system... and 
the revolution. Tbe 
warmth of love toward the 
system and its leadership 
could not be hidden," it 
said in a commentary. 

With conservatives 

holding a dominant 
advantage on the candi- 
date lists, progressive per- 
sonalities had hinted at a 
boycott to protest a lack of 
choice from among sup- 
porters of moderate 
President Mohammad 

Khatami. 

But the latest returns 


Bank on Sunday, angrily 
protesting at an Israeli 
peace deal giving 
Palestinians a further 13 per 
cent of the territory. 

Bitawi was jailed several 
times by Israel, before 
Nablus came under 


appeared to show only 
Tehran, a hotbed of pro- 
Khatami sentiment, failed 
to turn out in strength. 

Results from the capital, 
by far Iran’s biggest city, 
showed just one outright 
leftist cleric has secured a 
seat on the Assembly of 
Experts. 

Tbe assembly, com- 
prised of Muslim theolo- 
gians, has the authority to 
supervise Iran's supreme 
leader, whose temporal 
powers greatly exceed 
those of the elected 
Khatami. The current 
supreme leader is 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
widely considered close to 
hardliners and conserva- 
tives. 

The elections were seen 
as sensitive because they, 
came after challenges to 
Khamenei’s authority by 
critics ranging from mod- 
erate students to dissi- 
dents. 

Progressive theologians 
and their supporters had 
earlier denounced the vet- 
ting of candidates, which 
saw a field of about 400 


Palestinian control accord- 
ing to interim peace deals. 

The cleric was deported 
by Israel along with hun- 
dreds of Islamists to south- 
ern Lebanon in 1992. 

His wife said Bitawi suf- 
fered from health problems. 


whittled down to 16 i 
finalists — some 1 30 from 
the conservative camp. No 
women made the find cut. 

Most of those barred by 
a conservative-run screen- 
ing body were pro- 
Khatami candidates. 

Salam newspaper, close 
to pro-Khatami reformist 
clerics, said democratic 
rights had been pre-empt- 
ed by conservatives. 

A commentary said vot- 
ers had turned out only 
from a sense of responsi- 
bility to the Islamic sys- 
tem. not out of genuine 
democratic sentiment. 

President Khatami, who 
rode a crest of reformist 
“people power" to his 
landslide victory, joined 
the. chorus of protest but 
urged voters to take part 
all the same. 

He said there were larg- 
er numbers of competent 
figures than those who 
appeared on the list of 
candidates but said there 
was still relative diversity 
on the ballot. 


Yemen expels 21 ,000 illegal foreign workers 


DOHA (AFP) — Yemen’s 
Interior Minister Hussain 
Mohammad Arab on 
Sunday said his country 
had expelled 21,000 ille- 
gal foreign workers since 
1994, in an interview with 
Qatar's Al Raya daily. 

“Since the summer of 
1994, we have asked all 
illegal residents to regu- 
larise their situation. 
Since then, . we have 
expelled 21,000 illegal 
foreign workers," Arab 
said. 

Diplomatic sources have 
said many of those 
expelled were Afghan war 
veterans, including 

Egyptians, Algerians. 


Libyans and Tunisians. 

Arab added that “68 
people implicated in sabo- 
tage in the Aden province 
have been arrested. All 
these people admitted 
receiving funding to carry 
out these acts of sabo- 
tage.** 

The minister did not 
elaborate on who paid the 
money, except to say it 
was “those who do not 
accept democracy in 
Yemen." 

On Wednesday, a Syrian 
with a Spanish passport 
was condemned to death 
in Aden for plotting with 
an unnamed foreign coun- 
try to carry out bomb 


attacks in Yemen. 

Nabil Nanakli Kasebati 
received the death sen- 
tence as the ring-leader of 
a group which carried out 
several bombings, mostly 
in the port city of Aden, 
capital of former South 
Yemen. 

Court officials said 21 
others were sentenced to 
jail terms of between 18 
months and four years, 
while five defendants 
were acquitted. 

Kasebati said in court in 
December 1997 he had 
been paid $150,000 by 
Saudi intelligence to kill 
Abdul Karim Ai Iriyani, 
then Yemen's foreign min- 


was arrested before the 
attack. 

Saudi Interior Minister 
Prince Nayef Ben Abdul 
Aziz has denied any Saudi 
involvement in a plot to 
kill Iriyani, who is now 
prime minister. 

Yemeni authorities have 
blamed southern leaders 
who fled after a 1994 
north-south civil war for a 
spate of bomb attacks and 
accused Saudi Arabia of 
supporting the exiles. 

The country was unified 
in May 1 990. 


ister. in a car bombing. He 


Iran conservatives secure control of clerical body 



Morgan Freeman 
could play Mandela 


.JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— U.S. film star Morgan 
Freeman could land the 
' role of Nelson Mandela in 
the epic $23 million film 
about the South African 
president’s life, the Sunday 
Times newspaper reported. 
The weekly said producer 
Anant Singh recently met 
Freeman in . the United 
States to discuss the possi- 
bility of his playing the 
older version of Mandela in 
the film “Long Walk to 
Freedom." After unsuc- 
cessfully searching for one 
actor to trace Mandela's 
life, Singh said he was con- 
sidering casting four peo- 
ple in the role. 



First wedding 
on disputed 
Gulf islands 


MANAMA (AFP) — An 
expatriate couple have 
become the first people to 
tie the knot on the Hawar 
islands, whose ownership 
is fiercely disputed by 
Bahrain and Qatar, news- 
papers said Sunday. David 
Brown and Joanne 
Wilkinson were joined by a 
hundred guests as they 
became the first couple to 
claim the islands as tbe 
venue for their wedding, 
the English-language - 
Bahrain Tribune said The 
wedding came amid a war 
of words between Bahrain 
and its neighbour Qatar j 
over the ownership of the 
largely uninhabited islands. 

Record-breaking 
climber gets 
hero’s welcome 


Pales 

killec 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
About 1,000 people turned 
out Sunday to welcome 
home Nepali climber Kaji 
Sherpa who- set a new 
world record for scaling 
Mount Everest without 
using bottled oxygen. 
Friends and admirers 
joined his family and offi- 
cials bearing flowers and 
garlands at Tribhuvan 
International Airport to 
welcome Kaji after he 
scaled the world's highest 
peak in just 20 hours 24 
minutes. Nepalese Minister 
for Tourism and Civil 
Aviation Yam Lai Kandel 
and the ministry secretary. 
Dipendra Purush DhakaL 
were also at tbe hero’s wel- 
come for Kaji as be 
descended from a heli- 
copter. 


80-year-old woman 
‘marries’ dead man 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— An 80-year-old South 
African woman has “mar- 
ried" a man who died 25 
years ago, the City Press 
newspaper reported.Sunday. 
In flie unusual ceremony at 
Vaalbank east of Pretoria, 
Zibi Masanabo marri ed the 
father of her children, Isaac 
Masanabo, who died in 
1973. “Isaac may be dead 
but he is still the best man for 
me," Masanabo" told the 
weekly after the wedding. 
The couple had seven chil- 
dren together- since 1940, but 
were never legally marri ed, 
although Isaac Masanabo 
had paid his lover’s family 
10 out of the 12 cows agreed 
for her hand. 

Controversial 
mayor part of 
school curriculum 




WASHINGTON <R) - 
Eight years ago Marion . 
Barry was in jail tbe dis- 
graced mayor of the nation’s 
capital, caught by the FBI 
smoking crack cocaine. Last 
week, his legacy became part 
of the Washington, D -C ^ 
school curriculum- 

Redemption must now see® 
complete for the 62 -year-old -^7 
civil rights activist and four- ; 
term mayor whose political v 

career has fascinated aod “ 

horrified the city’s resident .V 
•for two decades. P-C- 

Superintendent of Schools 

Arlene Ackerman has agreed ■ 

to allow teachers to opt ft* i^- 
lesson plans supplied 
Bairy’ s supporters detaiJNl > '• 
his career. v. ,' : 
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